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Canada signs trade deal with Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—Prime Minister Ste- 
phen Harper on July 14 announced 
that Canada and Ukraine have suc- 
cessfully concluded negotiations to- 
ward the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement (CUFTA). The bilateral 
free trade agreement will boost com- 
mercial ties between the two coun- 
tries, creating jobs and opportunities 
for Canadians across Canada. The 
announcement was made just a few 
weeks after the Prime Minister’s vis- 
it to Ukraine in early June, his third 
to the country since March 2014. 

The CUFTA will provide im- 
proved market access for Canadian 
exports to the Ukrainian market, 
help address non-tariff barriers and 
facilitate closer economic relations. 
In addition, the CUFTA will provide 
Ukrainian exports with improved ac- 
cess to the Canadian market, which 
is consistent with the Government’s 
unwavering commitment to support 
Ukraine’s democratic transition and 
economic reforms. 

Once the Agreement enters into 
force, Canada and Ukraine will im- 
mediately eliminate duties on 99.9 
per cent and 86 per cent of respect- 
ive current imports, thereby bene- 
fiting both Canadian and Ukrain- 
ian exporters and consumers. 
The Agreement will result in the 
elimination of all Ukrainian tariffs 
on industrial goods, forestry and 
wood products, fish and seafood 
products, as well as the elimination 
of the vast majority of Ukraine’s 
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agricultural tariffs. Canadian аєті- 
culture exporters will benefit from 
duty-free access for beef, pulses, 
grains, canola oil, processed foods 
and animal feed. Canadian pork 
producers will benefit from im- 
proved access to Ukraine’s market 
via a large tariff rate quota. 

Harper highlighted the inclusion 
of Ukraine as a priority emerging 
market under Canada’s Global 
Markets Action Plan and as one 
of Canada’s development coun- 
tries of focus. He also publicly 
released Canada’s market access 
plan for Ukraine — another tool the 
Government of Canada is provid- 
ing to help Canadian companies, 
especially small and medium-sized 
enterprises, identify new opportun- 
ities to do business in Ukraine. 

“Our Government has shown an 
unwavering commitment to ensur- 
ing the stability and security of 
Ukraine. Today’s conclusion of the 
Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agree- 
ment is another milestone in the 


important relationship between our 
two countries. We remain commit- 


ted to creating the best conditions 
for Canadian companies to succeed 
abroad, as well as to ensure jobs 
and opportunities across our coun- 
try,” said Harper. 

Yatsenyuk stated: “This opens a 
new page in bilateral relations be- 
tween Ukraine and Canada. This 
should deepen Ukraine-Canada 
co-operation and increase two-way 
investment. This is another step in 
the blossoming of our nations.” 

Total bilateral merchandise trade 
between Canada and Ukraine aver- 
aged $347 million in 2011-2013, 
and is expected to expand by 19 
per cent as a result of the imple- 
mentation of this trade agreement, 
according to data provided by the 
Prime Minister’s Office. 

Canada’s gross domestic product 
(GDP) would increase by $29.2 
million under this trade agreement; 
similarly, Ukraine’s GDP would 
expand by $18.6 million. 

Canada’s exports to Ukraine 
would increase by $41.2 million. 
Canada’s export gains would be 
broad-based with exports of pork, 
machinery and equipment, trans- 
port equipment, other manufac- 
tured products, motor vehicles and 
parts, as well as chemical products 
leading the way. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress (UCC) congratulated the 
Governments of Canada and 
Ukraine on the signature of the his- 
toric Canada-Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement (CUFTA). 

“The Canada-Ukraine Free 
Trade Agreement is another his- 
torical milestone in the strong rela- 
tionship between our two countries 
and is a win-win for both Canada 
and Ukraine,” stated Paul Srod, 
National President of the UCC. 
“The positive impacts on eco- 
nomic growth and job creation in 


Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Arseniy Yatsenyuk, Prime Minister of Ukraine, witness the signing of 
the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement at Willson House. Signing the document are Natalka Mykolska, 
Ukraine's Deputy Minister of Trade and Marvin Hildebrand, Chief Negotiator for Canada. (PMO photo by 
Deb Ransom) : 


both countries will be felt in a very 
short time. The CUFTA will pro- 
vide enhanced market access for 
Canadian businesses in a country 
that is ripe with significant trade 
and investment opportunities. At 
the same time Ukraine will be able 
to achieve an important foothold in 
the North American market and di- 
versify its trading partners.” 
“Concluding a free trade agree- 
ment with Ukraine is an import- 
ant achievement in Canada’s effort 
to establish stronger business ties 
with Ukraine and represents Can- 
ada’s only free trade agreement in 


Europe other than the Canada - EU 
Free Trade Agreement. The Canada- 
Ukraine FTA will level the playing 
field for Canadian businesses by pro- 
viding increased access for Canadian 
goods and services to the Ukrainian 
market through tariff elimination,” 
stated Canada Ukraine Chamber of 
Commerce (CUCC) President Zenon 
Potichny.. “The CUFTA could also 
assist Ukrainian companies to access 
the North American market and help 
Ukraine secure its energy independ- 
ence, by applying world-renowned 
Canadian technology and equipment 
in the oil and gas sectors.” 


“Despite the difficulties facing 
Ukraine because of the Russian 
invasion, the country is moving 
forward swiftly and decisively 
with an ambitious and far-reach- 
ing economic and political reform 
program,” stated Olena Koszarny, 
Chair of the UCC’s Ukraine Advis- 
ory Committee. “The investment 
climate, as a result of the Ukrainian 
government’s commitment to these 
reforms, will continue to improve 
rapidly, and the CUFTA will pro- 
vide mutually beneficial opportun- 
ities for Ukrainian and Canadian 
businesses alike.” 
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The Troyanda Ukrainian Dance Ensemble from Selkirk, Manitoba performs at Vegreville’s Pysanka Festival 
July 3. For more on the Festival see pages 8, 9 and 16 of this issue. 
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УАПЦ відмовилася від 
об'єднання з УПЦ - КП 


Тетяна Люта, Радіо Свобода 

Українська православна церква Київського 
патріархату заявляє про відмову Української 
автокефальної православної церкви (УАПЦ) від 
попередніх домовленостей про створення єдиної 
церкви. Про це йдеться в заяві прес-служби УПЦ 
(КП). Радіо Свобода намагалося отримати ко- 
ментар з цього приводу в УАПЦ, але всі спроби, 
наразі, не дали результату. 

«Вчорашні події - це, перш за все, зневага до 
вселенського патріарха i Константинопольської 
матері-церкви, зневага до місії вселенського 
патріарха та Православної церкви загалом. На- 
вряд чи після такого владикам УАПЦ, можна буде 
сподіватися на бажання вселенського патріарха 
мати з ними будь-яку справу», - заявив 10 лип- 
ня архієпископ УПЦ Київського патріархату 
Євстратій Зоря. 

При роботі комісій з об'єднання УАПЦ та УПЦ 
КП були присутні представники Константино- 
польського патріархату. Вони на власні очі мали 
змогу побачити позицію обох церков щодо їхнього 
об'єднання та зробити свої висновки. 

«Без сумніву, дії УАПЩ матимуть наслідки у її 
подальших стосунках із Вселенським патріархом», 
— зазначає релігієзнавець Людмила Філіпович. 

Підготовка до об'єднання церков велася досить 
довго. На засіданні 8 червня обома сторонами 
шляхом діалогу було погоджено усі його умови. 

«УАПЦ в односторонньому порядку фактич- 
но вийшла із цього діалогу на вчорашньому 
Архієрейському соборі, відмовившись від усіх тих 
пунктів, які напрацювала спеціальна спільна комісія, 
ведучи підготовку до Об'єднавчого Собору», - на- 
голосила з цього приводу Людмила Філіпович. 

Іншої думки щодо ситуації, яка склалася, директор 
Релігійно-інформаційної служби України Тарас Ан- 
тошевський. Він зазначає, що жодна із церков наразі 
не ухвалила ніякого документа, який би підтвердив 
розірвання їхніх стосунків. Діалог просто знову зай- 
шов у глухий кут, як це було вже не один раз. Тому 
можна сподіватися на те, що він матиме певне про- 
довження. Це можуть бути якісь закриті зустрічі, об- 
говорення, ухвалення певних документів чи поста- 
нов про відновлення стосунків між церквами. 

Основна суперечка між церквами виникла на 
тлі трьох розбіжностей у їхніх поглядах: кількість 
делегатів на Об'єднавчому Соборі, назва Об'єднаної 
церкви та шлях обрання нового керівника. 

«Окрім цього, - йдеться у заяві УПЦ (КП), — 
у Протоколі засідання Архієрейського Собору 
УАПЦ, містилися інші невідповідні пропозиції: 
«Щоб головував на Соборі представник вселенсь- 


кого патріарха (який ніяк не залежить від рішення 
УАПЦ); щоб назва церкви була УАПЦ КП (в одному 
пункті) та УПЦ (в іншому пункті), що суперечить 
одне одному; щоб усі архієреї УПЦ КП та УАПЦ 
були кандидатами на предстоятеля об'єднаної церк- 
ви; щоб дата Собору не визнавалася як остаточ- 
на i, очевидно, могла i мала бути перенесена. Такі 
пропозиції також озвучувалися й усно». 

Радіо Свобода намагалося зв'язатися із пред- 
ставниками УАПЦ, але всі спроби були марні. 
Наразі архієпископ Харківський 1 ШПолтавсь- 
кий Ігор намагається встановити контакт | із 
керівниками YATI для того, щоб вони прокомен- 
тувгли ситуацію, яка склалася. 

Щодо кількості делегатів на Об'єднавчому 
Соборі, то «неможливо вимагати рівної кількості 
представлення юбох церков, якщо вони не 
співмірні», - каже експерт Тарас Антошевський. 
«Бо є велика церква Київського патріархату, понад 
4000 парафій, та Українська автокефальна право- 
славна церква, яка налічує близько 1200 парафій», 
- зауважує він. 

В УПЦ КП також кажуть, що здивовані бажанням 
архієреїв УАПЦ пов'язати процес об'єднання цер- 
ков із церквою УПЦ (Московського патріархату). 

УПЦ КП вважає, що відмова від об'єднання цер- 
ков є наслідком серйозного маніпулювання УАПЦ 
з боку проросійських сил на її керівників. 

«Не можна виключати, що й оголошені недавно 
«Правим сектором» відомості про зустріч митро- 
полита Макарія з одним із меценатів Московсь- 
кого патріархату в Україні та надання останнім 
матеріальної допомоги в обмін на відмову від ре- 
ального об'єднання УАПЦ i УПЦ КП не такі вже й 
фантастичні», - заявив архієпископ Євстратій. 

Думки з цього приводу спростовують експер- 
ти та релігієзнавці. Вони повністю виключають 
можливість приєднання УАПЩ до церкви Мо- 
сковського патріархату в Україні. Бо діалог щодо 
такого приєднання починає вестися лише тоді, 
коли заходить мова про об'єднання УАПЦ та УПЦ 
КП, i припиняється, навіть толком не розпочав- 


шись. А щодо розмов про спроби підкупу УАПІИ 
експерти кажуть: «Швидше за все, вони були 


запущені, як своєрідний піар політиками, для того, 
щоб дискредитувати цей діалог або УАПЦ». 

«Архієрейський | Собор УАПЦ відхилив 
ухвалені Комісіями з діалогу 8 червня 2015 року 
спільні рішення про шлях об'єднання, а також всі 
компромісні пропозиції, запропоновані Київським 
патріархатом на спільному засіданні Комісій з 
діалогу», - написав на своїй сторінці у Фейсбуці 
архієпископ УПЦ KIT Євстратій. 


Архіви ОУН 1 УПА 
повертаються через десятиліття 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Через десятиліття вдається знаходити архіви, які 
українські повстанці вміло ховали від радянської 
влади. За шість років, відколи у Львові створено 
музей-меморіал «Тюрма на Лонцького», випад- 
ково вдалося розкопати понад 20 архівів ОУН i 
УПА. Нещодавно історикам музею передали нову 
знахідку, що 65 років пролежала у землі. Чим цінні 
віднайдені архіви? 

Це близько 300 документів референтури Служ- 
би безпеки ОУН (Сокальської округи, що на 
Львівщині, на понад тисячу сторінок. Матеріали 
датовані 1945 - 1950 роками. Серед віднайденого 
- сімдесят автобіографій оунівців із вказаними 
їхніми псевдонімами, протоколи допитів заарешто- 
ваних підпільників, особисті речі, описи загибелі 15 
повстанців, підписки про співпрацю, доноси. 

Одна зі знайдених  автобіографій — це 
автобіографія Олени Андрущак, яка працювала 
під псевдонімом «Орися». Сьогодні жінці 91 рік. 
Вона не пам'ятає, хто саме закопав архів, чи хтось 
писав біографію з її слів, чи сама друкувала. Вісім 
років, з 1941, вона була в українському підпіллі, 
займалась видавничою справою. Цілий рік їй до- 
велось просидіти у криївці, з якої не виходила, а 
сонце бачила крізь малесеньке віконечко. 

«Така та криївка як пічка, то комора була в 
хаті. Сиділа, нікуди не виходила. Більш як рік 
просиділа, ніхто до мене не приходив. То не легко 
було, але сила волі мене тримала», - каже Олена 


Андрущак. 
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У 1952 році Олену Андрущак арештували i 
засудили до 25 років заслання. З них важко пра- 
цювала у Норильську 5 років, бо після смерті 
Сталіна ув'язнених почали потрохи відпускати 
на волю. Працювати доводилось і в 40-градус- 
ний мороз. Для Олени Андрущак стало великою 
несподіванкою, що через 65 років знайшовся архів 
13 часів її підпілля. 

Керівник архіву Центру дослідження визволь- 
ного руху Андрій Усач припускає, що архів зако- 
пали у 1950 році, коли повстанців вже залишилось 
обмаль і вони не знали, яка чекає на них доля, 
тому закопали свій архів і повідомили про місце 
знайомого, який усе життя тримав це у таємниці, 
лише потім розповів синові. 

«Документи унікальні, є трофейні. Цікаво, що 
були вилучені підпільниками у вбитих або пора- 
нених співробітників органів радянської держбез- 
пеки. Насправді, ці матеріали мали б бути в СБУ, а 
вони потрапили до нас», - зауважив науковець. 

Документи збереглись дуже добре у бідоні з-під 
молока, Оунівці і упівці розумілись на архівах, зна- 
ли, як їх зберігати, бо дуже добре усвідомлювали 
значення документів, що саме мовою фактів мож- 
на дізнатись правду. На сьогодні в музеї налічуєть 
5 тисяч матеріалів із розкопаних архівів. 

За словами директора музею «Тюрма на Лонць- 
кого» Руслана Забілого, документи дуже цінні, 
бо завдяки їм можна простежити за життям 
повстанців, дізнатись, що саме спонукало людей 
йти у підпілля. 
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Weapons Canada scrapping пої 
much use to Ukraine, says Bezan | Holodomor education 


By Marco Levytsky 
(Incorporating a report 
by David Pugliese, Ottawa Citizen) 

The weapons Canada is sending to the scrap heap 
instead of giving them to Ukraine to help fight the ter- 
rorists are “pretty worn out” and would not be of much 
use, says James Bezan, Parliamentary Secretary to De- 
fence Minister Jason Kenney. 

On July 3, David Pugliese of the Ottawa Citizen re- 
ported that Canada is moving ahead with the destruc- 
tion of surplus anti-tank missiles and other equipment 
worth hundreds of millions of dollars despite a plea by 
Ukraine for such equipment to help it fight separatists. 

He stated that among the items declared surplus are 
more than 5,400 Eryx anti-tank missiles, according to 
a 2014 Department of National Defence documents 
leaked to the Citizen. 

In addition, there are 10 Husky and Buffalo vehicles, 
used to clear routes of improvised explosive devices. 
Those vehicles were purchased in 2007 for use in Af- 
ghanistan. 

Also surplus are four specialized landmine detection 
systems and 194 LAV-2 or Light Armoured Vehicles-2 
surveillance vehicles scheduled to be taken out of ser- 
vice this year, according to the documents leaked to 
the Citizen. 

Answering a question from Ukrainian News during 
a teleconference with Ukrainian Canadian media, July 
14, Bezan said the vehicles in question have “done 
a pile of work” in Afghanistan with some even see- 
ing service as far back as the Bosnian conflict in the 
1990s. 

“They are so wom out that the maintenance require- 
ments would actually be a hindrance to the people of 
Ukraine if we sent equipment like that over there,” he 
added. 

As for the Eryx anti-tank missiles, Bezan said the 
reason they are being deposed is that they weren’t the 
most effective such weapon out there. 

However, he hinted that Ukraine’s requests for Тау- 
elin anti-tank missiles may be forthcoming. 

“Those are an American-made missile and we’ll 
be working of course on any kinetic lethal aid for 
Ukraine’s military. We will be working with our NATO 
partners, and particularly with the United States as to 
how we move forward on those requests,” said Bezan. 

Kenney recently told the Globe and Mail that Can- 
ada has nothing to offer. He ordered an inventory of 
weapons be done earlier this year and that determined 
the Canadian Forces did not have useful surplus equip- 
ment that could be shipped to Ukraine. 

Uksaine’s soldiers use Russian-designed weapons 
so armaments sent from Canada could not be used, he 
added. 

Canadian military officers say that is the case for 
small arms and other such weapons. But Canadian 
anti-tank missiles could be used, surplus armoured 
vehicles could provide protection for troops, and the 
Husky and Buffalo vehicles would be valuable in deal- 
ing with roadside bombs, military sources noted in the 
Citizen article. 

Asked specifically about the missiles and other 
equipment by the Citizen, Kenney’s spokeswoman 
Lauren Armstrong stated that the minister had already 
made his comments about the issue. She referred ques- 
tions to the Department of National Defence. 

The Department of National Defence in an email 
to the Citizen acknowledged the stockpiles of surplus 


equipment existed. 

But spokesman Dan Le Bouthillier cited by the 
Citizen said that in some cases the equipment would 
either require too much training for the Ukrainians 
to use or would have to be refurbished for combat 
operations. In other cases the vehicles are equipped 
with machine-guns that use NATO ammunition not in 
Ukraine’s stockpiles. 

Canada tried to sell the stockpile of 5,400 Eryx 
anti-tank missiles but couldn’t find any buyers. So the 
missiles are now being destroyed, according to DND. 
The launchers and other related gear are also being de- 
stroyed. 

“The small number of systems involved would not 
justify creating the maintenance (spare parts and tools) 
infrastructure Ukraine would need to operate them,” 
Le Bouthillier stated. “(Ukraine’s forces) would have 
to conduct a significant amount of training to enable 
the use of the system.” 

DND also tried to sell some of the Husky and Buf- 
falo vehicles but with no success. Those vehicles, part 
of a $30 million deal in 2007, will now be destroyed. 

Some of the LAV-2s will be sold or destroyed while 
a disposal strategy for the rest still has to be worked 
out, according to DND. 

The DND hasn’t figured out what to do with the 
landmine detection systems, stated the Citizen article. 

Liberal defence critic Joyce Murray told the Citizen 
she is not surprised there is usable surplus equipment 
available despite what Kenney claimed. 

“The minister is saying one thing and we’re finding 
the opposite is true,” she said. “We never get a straight 
answer from this government, whether it’s on equip- 
ment, whether it’s on procurement, whether it’s about 
the defence budget.” 

In February the Stratfor Global Intelligence organ- 
ization noted, “a significant portion of the anti-tank 
weapons Ukraine owns are old and likely inoperable.” 

Anti-tank missiles “could give Ukrainian troops 
a credible capability against separatist and Russian 
heavy armour,” the private intelligence firm, with 
close links to the U.S. defence establishment, pointed 
оці. Other needed equipment included armoured trans- 
port vehicles and battlefield surveillance gear, Stratfor 


added. 

Canada also has 415 thermal imagers from the Eryx 
anti-tank weapons, according to the documents cited 
by the Citizen. Such devices can detect the heat given 
off by armoured vehicles and can be used for surveil- 
lance. 

In August 2014 Vadym Prystaiko, then Ukraine’s 
Ambassador to Canada, told the Citizen that his coun- 
try needed Canada and its allies to act immediately 
by providing “real” military support. Prystaiko noted 
Ukzaine’s wish list included fighter jets, surveillance 
equipment and light armoured vehicles. 

Ukraine troops have also faced improvised explo- 
sive devices such as those Canadian soldiers dealt with 
in Afghanistan with their Husky and Buffalo vehicles. 

DND also had around 2,000 TOW 2 missiles, worth 
$100 million, as part of its surplus stocks, according 
to the documents. Those missiles, purchased in 2009, 
have been disposed of but DND could not provide de- 
tails about whether they were destroyed or sold. 

The Canadian Army decided to get rid of the mis- 
siles as it tried to deal with cost-cutting measures 
brought in by the Conservative government, stated the 
Citizen article. 


Merkel, Hollande put the 
screws to Poroshenko 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian lawmakers have voted 
to send President Petro Poroshenko’s proposed 
constitutional changes to the Constitutional Court. 

According to the draft amendments, "а special law 
will regulate peculiarities of local self-government” in 
the districts, which are being held by Russian-backed 
separatists in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions. 

Poroshenko submitted the bill to parliament on July 
15 айег coming under pressure from Western leaders 
to grant the areas some powers of self-rule as part of 
the cease-fire deal agreed in Minsk in February. 

But the rebels have insisted that the special status of 
the districts they control should be mentioned in the 
constitution. 

French President Francois Hollande and German 
Chancellor Angel Merkel have called on Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko to ensure partial self-rule 
for the pro-Russian separatist east. 


Poroshenko’s office said the three had a telephone 
conversation on July 10. 

It said Merkel and Hollande “recommended” that 
the Ukrainian president continue with constitutional 
reforms, adding that they “placed especial stress that 
the draft constitution of Ukraine reflects special self- 
rule for certain districts” of eastern Ukraine. 

The peace deal signed in Minsk in February guar- 
antees three years of self-rule to rebel-run parts of the 
Luhansk and Donetsk regions. 

But Poroshenko’s original draft changes to the con- 
stitution only made reference to an existing piece of 
legislation that gives rebel leaders partial self-rule for 
an interim period of three years. 

More than 6,500 people have been killed in fighting 
since April 2014. 

Daily exchanges of fire have continued since the 
Minsk deal was signed. 


Ontario invests in 


New mobile classroom to build 


understanding, respect and global citizenship 


(UkrNews)—Starting in the 2015-16 school year, students in publicly 
funded schools across Ontario will have access to an innovative learning 
experience about the Holodomor — a man-made famine that killed 
millions of Ukrainians in 1932-1933. 

The province has committed $750,000 to support a 1,000 square foot, 
bilingual, wheelchair accessible mobile classroom that will provide 
students with an engaging and authentic learning opportunity through 
interactive, innovative audio visual and web technologies. It will 
travel across the province and raise awareness about the Holodomor 
among students in urban, rural, northern, First Nations, Métis and Inuit 
communities. 

The bilingual, wheelchair accessible mobile classroom will provide 
students with an engaging and authentic learning opportunity through 
interactive, innovative audio visual and web technologies. Educators, 
parents and community members will also be invited to participate 
in shared learning and understand how crimes against humanity and 
genocide have impacted Canada and the world, the Ministry of Education 
announced on July 6. 

The new resource supports Canadian and World Studies, Social 
Sciences and Humanities courses in secondary schools as well as 
Ontario’s Equity and Inclusive Education Strategy which aims to create 
an inclusive education system that values diversity and respect for others. 

“Ontario is one of the most diverse provinces in Canada. The 
Holodomor Awareness Tour will promote a deeper respect for human 
rights, social justice and democratic values, helping prepare students 
for their role as engaged, responsible and caring global citizens. This 
dynamic, real-world learning opportunity will build students’ critical 
thinking, analysis and 21st century learning skills,” said Liz Sandals, 
Minister of Education. 

The Holodomor refers to the genocide in Ukraine that resulted in the 
death by starvation of millions of Ukrainians and Eastern Europeans in 
1932-1933. 

Ontario’s Holodomor Memorial Day Act (Bill 147) dedicates the 
fourth Saturday in November to commemorate the tragic historical 
event. 

Holodomor education is also part of the Ontario curriculum for 
Canadian and World Studies, Grades 9 and 10. 

“We thank the Ontario Ministry of Education for their support for this 
important and innovative project. The Holodomor Mobile Classroom 
will teach students across Ontario the truth about the Holodomor and go 
beyond the textbook by inspiring and empowering students to become 
active, engaged and thoughtful citizens,” said Victor Hetmanczuk 
President, Canada-Ukraine Foundation (CUF), 

The CUF is leading the Holodomor Mobile Classroom initiative 
and is working in partnership with the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC), the Ukrainian Canadian Research and Documentation Centre, 
the Holodomor Research and Education Consortium. 

The CUF is a federally incorporated not-for-profit organization, 
incorporated in 1995 by the UCC to provide financial assistance to, and 
support the multi-faceted issues existing from the re-emergence of, a 


sovereign Ukraine. 
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перед киянами 


Галина Дашкевич, Радіо Свобода 

Основним досягненням київської влади за рік стало створення пе- 
редумов, які дозволять Києву стати по-справжньому європейською 
столицею. Про це 9 липня сказав Віталій Кличко під час брифінгу, 
де він відзвітував перед киянами про виконану роботу на посаді 
очільника міста. 

Про роботу своєї команди мер Києва Віталій Кличко зазначив: «Ми 
заклали ті фундаментальні речі, від яких можна відштовхнутися, 1 
тепер йти далі, бо від пустоти відштовхнутися неможливо». 

Серед здобутків, Кличко назвав боротьбу з корупцією, оновлення 
чиновницького складу міської адміністрації, погашення боргів. 

«Нам вдалося погасити 250 мілйьонів гривень внутрішнього бор- 
гу, повністю розрахувалися з боргом по зарплаті й наполовину по- 
гасили заборгованість по енергоносіях», - зазначив він. 

Розпочавши свою роботу, нова київська влада перш за все по- 
ставила собі за завдання домогтися того, аби робота адміністрації 
міста стала відкритою, щоб кияни знали, що відбувається у стінах 
Київської міської ради і могли впливати на всі рішення. Такий підхід, 
за словами Кличка, навіть дозволить подолати корупцію. 

«На сьогодні наше завдання побудувати настільки прозору систе- 
му розподілу бюджетних засобів, при якій для корупції не залишиться 
жодних лазівок. Тому ми робимо все відкрито, прозоро, публічно, і не 
залишаємо місця для корупції», - зазначив мер. 

Проте існує й низка проблем, з якими ще слід боротися. Такою є, 
наприклад, недостатня децентралізація, що не дозволяє київській 
адміністрації самостійно розподіляти кошти, що надходять у бюджет. 

«Ми вимушені віддавати 60% від податку на дохід фізичних осіб. 
Це при тому, що решта міст України віддають 40%. І при цьому Київ, 
має виконувати функцію столиці. Я вважаю це дискримінацією. Нам 
привілеїв не потрібно, але я вважаю, що умови мають бути рівними», 
-- наголосив Кличко. 

Однак не всі погоджуються, що досягнення, про які відзвітував 
мер, справді очевидні. 

Народний депутат України Борислав Береза наголошує: «Коли ми 
говоримо про відкритий бюджет міста Києва, то чому я, запросивши 
кошторис про вартість встановлення паркана навколо ботанічного 
саду й кошторис виконаних робіт, досі не отримав нічого. Коли за- 
криються всі незаконні забудови, коли дійсно депутати отримувати- 
муть бюджет і ми бачитимемо, куди діваються гроші, тільки після 
того, як ми побачимо, що кількість кіосків у Києві скоротилася не 
удвічі, а як мінімум на 70% (тобто їх стане менше від 10 тисяч), ми 
зможемо говорити про якісь досягнення». 

Більшість киян все ж погоджується: влада міста йде на контакт із 
жителями більш охоче, ніж це було до того. Так, член координаційної 
ради «Київського Віче» Олена Єскіна каже, що прогрес за рік поба- 
чити можна. 

«Місто було передано в такому стані, що не знаєш, за яку пробле- 
му хапатися першою, - зазначає вона. - Київська влада у порівнянні 
з попередниками стала більш відкритою. Кияни можуть впливати на 
процеси, які відбуваються, і їхню думку беруть до уваги. Раніше ми 
взагалі не могли потрапити на жодне засідання, бо воно велося в ку- 
луарному режимі». 
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"Кличко прозвітував | В Україні почали відбирати 
антикорупційних детективів 


Ярослава Трегубова, Радіо Свобода 

В Україні розпочався перший етап відбору на по- 
сади детективів Національного антикорупційного 
бюро.  Претендентів / перевіряють Ha  знан- 
ня законодавчої бази. За словами директора 
Національного антикорупційного бюро Артема 
Ситника, головна умова допуску до тестування 
- вища юридична освіта та не менше двох років 
професійного стажу. Також, перевіряється участь у 
«корупційних скандалах». Вітаються такі особисті 
якості, як ініціативність та рішучість. 

2233 кандидати зареєструвались на перший етап 
відбору. Він триватиме близько двох тижнів. Усьо- 
го у відомстві відкрито 100 вакансій. 

«Якщо людина має бажання щось змінити в цій 
країні, то в неї буде така можливість. Я дуже пози- 
тивно сприймаю перші дні робити патрульної служ- 
би і ту мотивацію, яку ці люди мають. I я думаю, що 
у нас буде така ж ситуація. І, в принципі, проблем, 
чим нагодувати сім'ю, чим заплатити за квартиру, у 
наших працівників не буде. Вони зможуть зосереди- 
тись на роботі і, відповідно, намагатимуться змінити 
державу, оскільки боротьба з корупцією - це такий 
же небезпечний фронт, як і те, що у нас на сході 
України», - говорить Артем Ситник. 

Втім, голова відомства сумнівається, що на ро- 
боту візьмуть одразу 100 детективів. Адже, за його 
словами, результати конкурсного відбору на поса- 
ду керівника юридичного управління показали, що 
навіть великий стаж не гарантує високий рівень 
знань. 

«До керівників юридичного управління були ви- 
моги вищі - це 10 років юридичного стажу, тобто 
прийшли люди, які вже мають певний досвід, але 
вони не здали тестування. Мені важко спрогнозу- 
вати, скільки людей-конкурсантів з 2000 допустять 
до наступного етапу, — каже Ситник. - Я до кінця 
не впевнений, що будуть прийняті сто детективів. 
Можливо, такий жорсткий відбір дозволить нам 
набрати 50, 70 чи 80 детективів». 

Переможців конкурсу визначать на початку 
серпня. За словами Ситника, для них уже розро- 
блена спеціальна програма тренувань. 

«У нас люди будуть займати посади не слідчих 
і не оперативних працівників. Це посада, яка 
поєднує функції детектива і слідчого. Це фактич- 
но новий інститут в структурі правоохоронної си- 
стеми України і фахівці, які успішно можуть про- 
водити оперативно-розшукові заходи i слідчі дії. 
У нас таких фахівців до цього не готували, тому 
ці тренінги необхідні, щоб люди були готові до 
універсальної роботи», - говорить Ситник. 


Роботу вони почнуть в кінці вересня - на почат- 
ку жовтня, говорить Ситник. Тоді ж обіцяє і перші 
розслідування. 

«Буде створена потужна аналітична служ- 
ба, яка буде аналізувати інформацію з баз да- 
них, до яких бюро буде мати доступ. Тобто, це і 
фінансовий моніторинг, це податкова, це митни- 
ця, це МВС. Закон про Антикорупційне бюро дає 
нам можливість підключитися до всіх баз даних, 
інформаційних систем, адміністратором яких 
є державні органи. Це повноваження поки має 
лише Антикорупційне бюро i Національне аген- 
ство із запобігання корупції, яке створюється при 
Кабінеті міністрів. Доступ до такого потужного 
пласту інформації i її належна аналітична оброб- 
ка дасть можливість детективам дуже оперативно 
проводити розслідування», - стверджує Ситник. 

Одним з перших тестування завершив Дмитро 
Андрієв зі Львова. Каже, набрав 98 балів зі 100. 
Але радіти поки не поспішає, бо на цьому відбір 
не завершується. Хоча, не приховує, результатом 
задоволений. 

«Хотілося б долучитися до тих позитивних 
змін, які відбуваються в нашій країні, зокрема, до 
боротьби з корупцією, яка, сподіваюся, після по- 
чатку роботи бюро буде вже більш реальною, а не 
такою, якою вона зараз, на жаль, є. По-друге, хотів 
реалізувати себе як фахівець, тому що завжди мав 
бажання працювати в такій сфері. Ну і зарплату 
досить непогану обіцяли», - ділиться Дмитро. 

«Є прагнення змінити щось на краще в країні і 
боротися з корупцією. | тими корупційними схема- 
ми, які зараз діють і в фіскальній службі, якій був 
нещодавно підпорядкований наш університет... Хо- 
четься змінити щось на краще. Є сили і бажання, 
думаю, цього буде достатньо. Хочеться, щоб країна 
процвітала. Це все-таки країна, в якій я народився 
і проживаю. Хочеться, щоб мої діти жили в країні, 
яка буде європейською, зразковою», - говорить 
викладач Національного університету державної 
податкової служби України Антон Бабенко, який та- 
кож вирішив позмагатися за вакансію. 

«Це можливість отримати достойну зарплату, 
виконуючи благородну місію. Якщо починання 


реалізуються так, як це висвітлюється в пресі, 
це буде прекрасно», - говорить інший учасник 
відбору, юрист-консультанта Василь Бабак. 

Ті, хто успішно пройде тест, перейдуть до на- 
ступних етапів відбору - тестування загальних 
здібностей та психометричних характеристик. 
Завершиться відбір співбесідою найкращих 
конкурсантів з представниками комісії. 


Розслідування вбивств 1 катувань у 
Слов'янську не проводять - правозахисники 


Яна Борщ, Радіо Свобода 

Протягом квітня-липня 2014 року у Слов'янську 
здійснювалась велика кількість | злочинів 
російським диверсантом, полковником ГРУ Гене- 
рального штабу Збройних сил Росії Ігорем Гіркіним 
(«Стрелковим») 1 його людьми, повідомляють пра- 
возахисники. Сотні людей катували, десятки були 
вбиті. Але через рік після звільнення Слов'янська 
розслідування проводиться лише по одному 
епізоду, констатують правозахисники 1 звертають- 
ся до державних структур для створення окремої 
слідчо-оперативної групи для розслідування цих 
злочинів. 

Один із потерпілих, Павло Юров, розповідає — 
його схопили у Слов'янську у квітні минулого року 
і утримували в приміщенні СБУ, а також в ізоляторі 
тимчасового утримання близько 80 днів. У вересні 
він подав заяву до міськвідділу Слов'янська з при- 
воду його незаконного утримування, вилучення 
всіх речей і паспорта. За словами Юрова, щодо цієї 
заяви в Слов'янську не проводили жодних слідчих 
дій, замість того надійшло прохання забрати її. 

«Наприкінці березня я отримав листа звідти з 
проханням написати лист-заяву, що я не маю жод- 
них претензій до тих людей, які мене затримали, 
що у мене все нормально зі здоров'ям, що я не маю 
претензій щодо тих речей, які у мене викрали, і що 
мене тримали 80 днів у закритому приміщенні. На 
цей лист я не став відповідати і заяву таку теж не 
писав», - говорить Юров. 

У Слов'янську були облаштовані як мінімум 
три підвали, в яких утримували викрадених лю- 
дей, де здійснювалися тортури, допити i вбивства, 
розповідає правозахисник Євгенія Закревська. 

За ii словами, зараз існує тільки одне 
кримінальне провадження за єдиним епізодом, 


яке дійсно розслідується - вбивство Володими- 
ра Рибака, Юрія Дяковського та Юрія Поправки. 
Але, окрім того, є велика кількість людей, які по- 
страждали від подібних злочинів, і вони не ма- 
ють можливості скористатися своїми правами 
потерпілих, констатує Закревська. 

«Це були не просто вбивства, це були підготовані 
вбивства з інсценуванням військових трибуналів, 
винесенням смертних вироків, підписами осіб, які 
проводили ці трибунали. Потім своїм наказом при- 
водили у виконання вирок. Попри все це є єдине 
кримінальне провадження по одному епізоду, яке 
дійсно розслідується. І приблизно декілька десятків 
кримінальних проваджень зареєстровані в різних 
райвідділах МВС та СБУ щодо окремих епізодів 
діяльності цього злочинного угруповання, які в 
принципі не розслідуються», - говорить Закревська 

Сьогодні доводиться спостерігати сотні 
випадків, коли розслідування розпорошуються 
по різних групах слідства та втрачаються дока- 
зи, зауважує координатор мобільних груп Цен- 
тру громадянських свобод Олександра Роман- 
цова. Саме тому «Євромайдан-505» та Партія 
громадянських свобод разом із адвокатами та 
потерпілими напряму звертаються до Генпрокура- 
тури та МВС із проханням провести аналітичну 
роботу єдиного реєстру злочинів, де буде виявле- 
но всі злочини російського полковника Піркіна та 
інших бойовиків його угруповання. 

«Ми просимо, щоб всі ці епізоди були зібрані 
разом і була створена одна слідча група як у МВС, 
так і в подальшому в прокуратурі. Слов'янськ 
- це найпростіше і найефективніше можливе 
розслідування. На жаль, ми маємо там досить ба- 
гато смертей для того, щоб воно було важливим», 
- наголошує Романцова. 
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Right Sector in standoff with 
authorities after deadly shootout 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko called an extra- 
ordinary session of the Military 
Cabinet of the National Security 
Council on July 13 in an effort to 
end a confrontation between fight- 
ers from a radical nationalist group 
and police following a deadly 
shootout in the western city of Mu- 
kacheve. 

Ukrainian security forces have 
been seeking the surrender of 
armed-members of Right Sector 
since the gunbattle on July 11 that 
killed at least three people. 

The standoff with members 
of Right Sector highlighted ten- 
sion between the government and 
nationalist groups that played a 
role in the protests that pushed 
Moscow-backed President Viktor 
Yanukovych from power last year 
but now challenge the authority of 
the pro-Western leaders in power. 

It highlighted another potential 
threat to the country’s unity amid a 
conflict with Russian-backed separa- 
tists that has killed more than 6,500 
people in eastern Ukraine since April 
2014 and persists despite a Euro- 
pean-brokered cease-fire deal. 

Poroshenko’s spokesman, Svya- 
toslav Tseholko, said the Military 
Cabinet that was created in March 
includes Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk and other government 
members as well as the armed 
forces chief of staff, the border 
guards chief, the National Guard 
commander, and the parliament 
speaker. 

The Ukrainian Security Service 
(SBU) demanded on July 12 that 


armed members of Right Sector 
surrender to avoid a “bloodbath.” 


Authorities launched an oper- 
ation on July 11 to disarm members 
of Right Sector near Mukacheve, 
but they apparently hid in the 
woods near the border with Euro- 
pean Union members Hungary and 
Slovakia. 


A burning police car is seen following a gunbattle in the western c 


ity of 


Mukacheve on July 11 between Right Sector and security forces. 


Officials said two of the men, 
who were wounded in the shootout, 
had surrendered and are currently 
in hospital, while 12 remained defi- 
ant. 

The cause of the gunbattle was 
unclear. The sides have different 
versions of events but Right Sec- 
tor’s response underlines the prob- 
lems Kyiv has keeping order while 
trying to carry out reforms and 
end the Russian-backed separatist 
rebellion in the eastern regions of 
Donetsk and Luhansk. 

Right Sector presented its battle 
in Mukacheve as one to root out 
corruption, saying they had been 
lured to a sports club on July 11 by 
a local politician they had accused of 
smuggling — a major problem in the 
western Zakarpattya Province. 

The group said they were set 
upon by local police, who killed 
two of their members. 

The Interior Ministry said Right 
Sector fighters opened fire first, 
killing one civilian. 

Dozens of supporters of Right 
Sector protested in Kyiv and other 
major cities on July 12 to demand 


the dismissal of Interior Minister 
Arsen АуаКоу. 

Some officials suggested the 
violence was a turf war between 
groups keen to control smuggling 
routes from Zakarpattya, which 
borders Hungary, Slovakia, and 
Romania. 

The tense situation in the west- 
егп region, which is home to a large 
Hungarian minority and is separ- 
ated from the rest of Ukraine by 
the Carpathian Mountains, added 
to the challenges faced by Poro- 
shenko and his government as it 
struggles with severe economic 
problems and the conflict with sep- 
aratists in the east. 

On July 12, Kyiv sent more po- 
lice to the region to try to persuade 
the Right Sector fighters to surren- 
der and Poroshenko ordered the 
police to disarm and arrest those 
responsible for the shooting. 

Right Sector’s leaders said the 
group would set up checkpoints on 
roads to stop the flow of police re- 
inforcements, vowing to send their 
men to Kyiv if Avakov was not 
sacked. 


Poroshenko begins reshuffle in Zakarpattya 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko has said a large- 
scale reshuffle is needed in the 
western region of Zakarpattya. 

Poroshenko was speaking in the 
region’s capital city of Uzhhorod 
while presenting the new head of 
the Zakarpattya regional adminis- 
tration, Hennadiy Moskal. 

Moskal — who replaces Val- 
eriy Lunchenko — was the former 
head of the eastern Luhansk region, 
where Ukraine’s armed forces have 


been fighting against pro-Russian 
separatists for over a year. 

“Criminals, smugglers, and law 
enforcement bodies have grown 
together in Zakarpattya since the 
early 1990s and nobody in the years 
of independence has succeeded in 
tearing them apart,’ Poroshenko 
said, adding that the situation will 
not improve without a serious re- 
shuffle. 

Deadly shootings between the 
nationalist Right Sector and local 


police took place over the weekend 
in Zakarpattya. 

The gun battle in Zakarpattya’s 
city of Mukacheve on July 11 high- 
lighted tensions between the goy- 
егатепі and nationalist groups that 
played a role in the protests that 
pushed Moscow-backed President 
Viktor Yanukovych from power 
last year but now challenge the au- 
thority of the pro-Western leaders 
in power. 


Russia stiffens charges against Savchenko 


(RFE/RL)—Investigators in 
Russia have increased the serious- 
ness of charges against captive 
Ukrainian pilot Nadia Savchenko, 
accusing her of direct participation 
in the killing of two Russian repor- 
ters who died last year while cover- 
ing the conflict in Ukraine. 

A spokesman for the Russian In- 
vestigative Committee, Vladimir 
Markin, announced the new char- 
ges on July 7, along with charges 
of attempted murder and illegally 
entering Russian territory. 

Savchenko has been in Russian 
custody since July 2014, when she 
alleges she was captured by pro- 
Russian gunmen in eastern Ukraine 
and smuggled across the border 
into Russia. 


The charges against Savchenko 
could carry a life sentence. 

She was previously accused by 
Russian authorities of complicity 
in the deaths of reporters Igor 
Kornelyuk and Anton Voloshin in 
Luhansk. 

Savchenko has consistently de- 
nied the charges, saying Russia has 
no right to detain or try her. 

Kyiv and Western governments 
have demanded that Russia release 
Savchenko immediately. 

Markin said the Investigative 
Committee had completed its in- 
quiry and sent the case to the pros- 
ecutor’s office to pave the way for 
a trial. 

Markin’s statement came one 
day after Russian authorities re- 


jected Savchenko’s request to be 
tried by a jury, potentially placing 
her fate in the hands of a so-called 
troika — a judge and two public 
representatives. 

Savchenko’s lawyer, Nikolai Po- 
Іогоу, said on July 6 that he was 
informed via telephone that “all the 
petitions have been denied and the 
case was transferred to the pros- 
ecutor’s office.” 

Savchenko’s defense team said 
last week the preliminary hearing 
might be held in late July or early 
August. 

Savchenko conducted a hunger 
strike that lasted more than 80 days 
to protest her incarceration in Rus- 
sia, sparking fears that she did ir- 
reversible damage to her health. 


U. 5. officer conducts training with Ukrainian troops at Yavoriv. 


U.S. eyes stepped- 
up plan to train 
Ukrainian soldiers 


(RFE/RL)}—The United States is considering plans to train soldiers in 
the Ukrainian Army in the next few months, in a move that risks height- 
ening tensions with Russia. 

Lieutenant General Ben Hodges, commander of the U.S. Army in Eur- 
ope, said the plan would expand a U.S. training program already under 
way for National Guard troops working under the Ukrainian Interior Min- 
istry. 

About 305 U.S. troops are currently training guardsmen, who operate 
checkpoints and perform other military tasks but are not front-line com- 
bat troops. 

Ukraine has deployed some 64,000 soldiers in its eastern conflict zone, 
including some guardsmen. 

“We would begin Ministry of Defense army units [training] starting 
in November,” Hodges said, adding that “the final decision has not been 
taken.” 

The training would focus on basic tactical activities, with an empha- 
sis on life-saving techniques and operations in highly contested areas, he 
said. 

Elements could include defense against electronic warfare, including 
communications intercepts, and the kinds of jamming that Russian forces 
allegedly are conducting in the east of the country. 

“Tt’s a very effective way to help them that doesn’t necessarily require 
weapons,” Hodges told Pentagon reporters, adding that the United States 
is not considering providing Ukraine with lethal arms. 

U.S allies in Europe must still agree to the plan, Hodges said. “The 
unity of NATO is the paramount concern in my view here,” he said. 

Ukraine has waged a 15-month war against Russian-backed eastern in- 
surgents, in a conflict that has claimed more than 6,500 lives. 

“We probably are at a point now where there is a potential for another 
offensive” from the Russian-backed rebels, Hodges said. 

He added that Russia’s long-term objective was not necessarily to take 
control of eastern Ukraine, or to create a land corridor linking Russia to 
the Crimean Peninsula, which Moscow annexed in March 2014. 

“Russian interests are in keeping Ukraine bubbling, disrupted. Any- 
thing they can do to undermine President [Petro] Poroshenko, so that 
Ukraine could never join the [European Union], that’s their interest,” he 
said. 

Hodges said the United States had given millions of dollars worth of 
equipment to Ukraine, including armored Humvee military vehicles, hel- 
mets, body armor, night-vision goggles, and thousands of pounds of med- 
ical supplies. 

Lightweight counter-mortar radar supplied by the United States had 
been particularly valuable for the Ukrainians, who have used the system 
in ways “I don’t think we realized you could do,” Hodges said. 

He declined to elaborate how the Ukrainians were using the system, 
which can locate the source of incoming mortar shells and help direct 
counterfire. But he said, “The Russians have gone after that radar in a big 
way because they see the effect of it.” 

He said the U.S. trainers also are learning from the Ukrainians. 

“None of us have ever been under Russian artillery and rocket fire like 
the Ukrainians have,” he said. 


Ukraine, creditors say debt talks moving forward 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine and its creditors say talks on the country’s debt 
restructuring have made progress on a “number of substantive issues.” 

The Ukrainian Finance Ministry and creditors said on July 16 that more 
meetings between the two sides had been scheduled next week, “with the 
common aim of finalizing the terms of Ukraine’s debt operation as soon 
as possible.” 

The statement was issued a day after Finance Minister Natalia Jaresko 
held talks with creditors in Washington. 

Creditors represented by the Ad Hoc Committee of Ukraine’s Bond- 
holders — mainly four U.S. investment and hedge funds — are under 
pressure to write off a significant amount of the country’s debt. 

The International Monetary Fund conditioned its $17.5 billion bailout 
program for Ukraine in March on the country also receiving $15.3 billion 
in debt relief over four years from bond restructuring. 

But bondholders want Ukraine to lengthen the debt repayment period 
rather than write it off. 


‘cP “security breach” story 


A number of newspapers across 
Canada have printed a Canadian 
Press story in which the agency 


claims it “spent months piecing 
together the events surround- 
ing” an “extraordinary incident” 


in which the Canadian Embassy 
in Kyiv provided shelter to anti- 
government protesters fleeing 
the violence that was inflicted by 
deposed dictator Viktor Yanuko- 
vych’s storm troopers on February 
18, 2014 — a day in during which 
several demonstrators were killed. 
It was this random violence which 
brought down the regime, prompt- 
ing Yanukovych himself to flee to 
Russia. 

Considering an agency of CP’s 
stature “spent months” on this in- 
vestigation, it is incredible that the 
resulting story by Murray Brewster 
would be so riddled with glaring 
errors, omissions, contradictions, 
and misquotes. Not to mention, his 
suggestion that this was а "5есиг- 
ity breach”, “the depth and extent” 
of which “the Harper government 
never fully acknowledged” is pat- 
ently ridiculous, as it is not borne 
out by any hard evidence, but by 
insinuation, speculation and some 
very dubious unnamed sources. 

First of all Brewster claims that 
current Ambassador to Ukraine 
Roman Waschuk “acknowledged 
that the protesters were camped 
in the main lobby for at least a 
week”, yet in a direct quote attrib- 
uted to him in that very same story 
Waschuk states: “From what I was 
told, it was several days and they 
left flowers on departure.” Well 
which is it? There is a difference. 
And considering the embassy was 
sheltering them because they were 
afraid for their lives what’s the 
big deal about whether they were 
there a few extra days? Remember 
the American diplomats seeking 
refuge in the Canadian Embassy 
in Iran in 1979? And as Waschuk 
notes the opening of the doors was 
“a gesture designed to react and to 
reach out to the people suffering in 
the turmoil.” Is that some kind of 
crime? 

It is a fact that the Canadian Em- 
bassy was closed for several days 
after February 18 — but that was be- 
cause it is very close to the Maidan 


where violence was being perpe- 
trated and people killed by Yanuko- 
vych’s goons. Yes, the Embassy 
was concerned about the safety of 
its employees, but it was not afraid 
of the demonstrators — it was afraid 
of the security forces and covert 
Yanukovych agents. After all, one 
of the embassy’s employees, Inna 
Tsarkova, had her car torched by 
some of Yanukovych’s goons just 
weeks earlier. 

Brewster continues that “some of 
Canada’s European allies, speak- 
ing on background because of the 
sensitivity of the subject, said the 
fact protesters were allowed to stay 
for so long and operate freely made 
it appear Canada was an active par- 
ticipant in regime change, and not 
just lending morale (sic) support.” 
What allies? And why won’t they 
allow themselves to be named? 

Next he goes on: “That was cer- 
tainly the perception of Ukraine’s 
interior ministry, which oversees 
the police, national guard and the 
country’s intelligence services. 

“Two ministry officials, with 
knowledge of the case and who 
agreed to meet as long as their 
identities were not revealed, said a 
criminal investigation was opened 
into the actions of the protesters, 
but quietly dropped after Yanuko- 
vych fled to Russia.” 

Whatever criminal investigation 
that was launched was done so by 
the dictator’s orders to quell popu- 
lar discontent. It was not “quietly 
dropped after Yanukovych fled to 
Russia” but simply dropped be- 
cause it was trumped up by a re- 
pressive regime trying to stifle dis- 
sent. 

He quotes these two quite exten- 
sively as some kind of foundation 
for the claim that the Canadian 
government was covering some- 
thing up. Again what kind of un- 
named sources is Brewster basing 
his ridiculous claims upon? Un- 
doubtedly those same individuals 
who were complicit in the violence 
being perpetrated against the pro- 
testers. 

Next Brewster offers the fol- 
lowing gem: “Multiple layers of 
intrigue surround the occupation, 
which was first reported by Rus- 
sian media as an attack on the em- 
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bassy by pro-Russian groups. 

“A spokesman for then-foreign 
affairs minister John Baird ас- 
knowledged, on the day itself, that 
protesters were in the reception 
area of the building; they had taken 


‘shelter,’ and they were ‘peaceful 
and have not caused any damage or 
harm to staff’.” 

First of all, the February 18, 2014 
report by Itar-Tass quoted Oleg 
Таїагоу, the deputy head of Ukraine’s 
Interior Ministry main investiga- 
tive department (in other words the 
chief agent of repression) as saying 
“unidentified persons armed with 
sticks” not “pro-Russian groups” 
had “burst into the Canadian em- 
bassy in Ukraine and started crush- 
ing property.” This was immediately 
proven to be untrue. 

Brewster’s reference to a 
“spokesman for then-foreign af- 
fairs minister John Baird” right 
after a paragraph stating this was 
first reported by the Russian media 
could lead to the quite logical as- 
sumption that Baird’s spokesman 
was talking to the Russia media. 
Not at all. He was actually talking 
to the Canadian Press itself. 

And this leads to the most glar- 
ing omission. Why would Brewster 
refer to a discredited report by Itar- 
Tass while ignoring the fact that his 
own agency had reported on this 
same incident — and accurately in 
this case - less than two hours after 
the Itar-Tass report came out? Here 
is what CP reported on February 
18, 2015 (and to give credit where 
credit is due, it was one of our read- 
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has no credibility 


ers, Thor Broda, who brought this 
link to our attention): 

“A handful of anti-government 
protesters have taken shelter inside 
the Canadian Embassy in Ukraine’s 
capital after riot police barged into 
a large opposition camp with stun 
grenades and water cannons. 

“Fewer than a dozen protesters 
sought refuge Tuesday in the recep- 
tion area of the embassy in Kyiv to 
escape the violent crackdown. 

“Foreign Affairs Minister John 
Baird’s office says they are peace- 
ful and have not caused any dam- 
age or harm to staff. 

“Canadian Embassy workers are 
safe and accounted for, spokesman 
Adam Hodge said. 

“ "We hope that the situation 
improves quickly so that they can 
safely leave the embassy premises 
at the earliest possible opportunity,’ 
Hodge said in an email. 

“ “We expect these individuals to 
be able to leave the embassy safely, 
free from intimidation, arrest or 
further harassment.’ “ 

That story went on to quote 
Prime Minister Harper as saying 
he was following the situation in 
Ukraine and hoped it would im- 
prove soon so the protesters can 
leave the embassy. 

So where’s the cover up? 

Please also note that the use of the 
term “shelter”, which Brewster at- 
tributes to Baird’s spokesman, was 
actually used by the CP reporter. 

Curiously the February 18 story 
quotes NDP foreign affairs critic 
Paul Dewar as calling on the Con- 
servative government to do more, 
including bringing in targeted indi- 
vidual sanctions. 

“The prime minister should per- 
sonally call President Yanukovych 


to make clear to him that the re- 
pression and abuses in Ukraine are 
repugnant,” Dewar said in a state- 
ment. “The people of Canada are 
watching the violence with dismay, 
and the Ukrainian government 
must be held to account for its ac- 
tions.” 

Brewster, on the other hand 
states: “NDP foreign affairs critic 
Paul Dewar was shocked by the re- 
counting of events and demanded 
the RCMP investigate the security 
breach. He accused the govern- 
ment of covering up the incident 
and endangering the lives of not 
only embassy staff, but Canadian 
citizens in the country. 

“ “Why are we just learning of 
this now?’ asked Dewar. ‘And 
what would have happened had the 
revolution gone the other way and 
Yanukovych stayed? If things had 
gone that way not only would our 
credibility have been undermined 
but also the safety and security of 
our staff. “” 

We have been unable to con- 
tact Dewar himself to determine 
whether this was accurate and in 
what context it was made, but it 
certainly appears to contradict his 
earlier statements. - 

However we are aware of a num- 
ber of letters that have been written 
to the Edmonton Journal, includ- 
ing one by the Editor of this paper 
himself. None have been printed to 
date. 

The Journal and other newspaper 
who have published this shoddy 
piece of “journalism” have a duty 
to clarify the many discrepancies 
to their readers. The insinuations of 
a “security breach” have no cred- 
ibility. But they make us wonder is 
who is really behind this story. 


Ukraine headed for a train crash | 


Citizens have defeated Putin’s “New Russia” 
—now Poroshenko must defeat Ukraine’s oligarchs 


By Taras Kuzio, 
Financial Times, July 7, 2015 

The good news is that Russian 
and Donbas separatist leaders have 
called an end to the “New Rus- 
ia” project, which had targeted 
eight Russian-speaking regions of 
eastern and southern Ukraine for 
separatist agitation and union with 
Russia. The bad news is that while 
it always was a mistake to assume 
Ukraine’s Russian-speakers were 
fans of President Vladimir Putin, 
Ukraine’s political vacuum and its 
selective “de-oligarchisation” are 
allowing dichards from the former 
ruling Party of Regions grouped in 
the Opposition Bloc and funded by 
Ukraine’s powerful gas lobby to re- 
tain influence in eastern and south- 
ern Ukraine. 

The eight regions of “New 
Russia” were artificially lumped 
together. In reality they consist of 
three groups. 

First are the two regions of the 
Donbas, which are similar to the 
Crimea in their shared Soviet cul- 
tural identity and their regional 
focus, with low levels of support 
for Ukrainian independence and 
30-40 per cent aggressive support 
for separatism. Crimea and Don- 
bas were the only regions where a 
majority of the security forces de- 
fected to the separatists. 

Yet the separatists did not have 
mass support even in Donbas, and 
without Russia’s military interven- 
tion in August 2014 they would 
have been defeated by the then 


ramshackle Ukrainian army and 
volunteer units. Today, with sep- 
aratist forces the same size as Por- 
tugal’s 40,000 strong army, they 
are larger than the armies of 15 
out of 28 NATO members. Added 
to this is a large modern arsenal of 
military equipment illegally sup- 
plied by Russia during the Minsk 1 
and 2 ceasefires. 

Second, Kharkiv and Odesa are 
swing regions where pro-Ukrain- 
ian and pro-Russian groups battled 
it out during the 2014 “Russian 
spring”, with the former prevailing. 
Third, separatism is non-existent 
in Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhzhya, 
Kherson and Mykolayiv. 

Three further factors buried Pu- 
tin’s “New Russia”. 

His decision not to invade and 
annex the region in spring-summer 
2014 reduced euphoria among 
working class Russian speakers 
and pensioners who, like their Cri- 
mean counterparts, believed that 
their standards of living and their 
pensions would be higher in an ex- 
panded Russia. Putin prefers that 
the Donbas remain inside Ukraine, 
with Kyiv paying for war damage 
and the region holding a veto over 
Ukraine’s domestic and foreign 
policies. 

After the triumph of pro-Ukrain- 
ian forces, Russian nationalist ex- 
tremists and separatists from Khar- 
kiv and Odesa fled to the Donbas. 
Some of these have received Rus- 
sian training and have been target- 
ing areas of “New Russia” outside 


the Donbas with terrorist attacks. 

The shock effect of massive de- 
struction of buildings, the deaths of 
7,000 civilians and the creation of 
1.5m internally displaced persons 
and refugees also reduced local eu- 
phoria. 

Today, there are two Russian- 
speaking Ukraines. 

The first is a civil society exten- 
sion of the Euromaidan, which has 
produced volunteer patriots fight- 
ing on the front line and other vol- 
unteer groups providing support to 
them and to the displaced people. 

The second consists of trad- 
itional supporters of the Party of 
Regions and the Communist Party, 
both of which have imploded, who 
prioritise standards of living and 
“stability” over democratisation 
and Europe. They represent the 
low efficacy voter base of the Op- 
position Bloc, which may win first 
place in the two regions in upcom- 
ing local elections in October. 

Typical of this duality is the fac- 
tory town of Mariupol, which I 
visited in April. The most polluted 
city in Europe has many mile-long 
factories where workers can be 
cajoled into voting for oligarch- 
controlled  counter-revolutionary 
forces threatened by reform and 
Europeanisation. The same city 
boasts the garrison of the Azoy na- 
tionalist National Guard battalion, 
two thirds of whom are Russian- 
speakers, and active civil society 
NGOs such as “New Mariupol” 

Cont. on P. 11 
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We are all Ukrainians 


By Diane Francis 

(Huffington Post)—My first visit to Ukraine was 
in February 1992 and the City of Kyiv was gray, 
bleak and joyless as was the rest of the Soviet Union. 
Last month I re-visited — 23 years and several other 
assignments later — to find a new nation of extremes. 
There is prosperity and there is poverty; there is peace 
and war; cynicism and hope; there are reformers 
in high places and looters in low places as Russian 
operatives still lurk in the corridors of power. 

But something else has begun to transform the 
place. 

The 2014 revolution forced the thieves and Russian 
puppets fully out of the shadows. Former President 
Victor Yanukovych betrayed the people, stole from 
them and then began murdering them. Events spiraled 
downward until he was toppled exposing his Russian- 
inspired kleptocracy. 

He has left two major stains on the history of 
the country: Murder on the Maidan and his lavish 
Mezhyhirya estate. This has enraged and called 
Ukrainians ‘in greater numbers than ever to make 
sacrifices. 

This trip I saw more flags than ever and met some 
remarkable patriots who have realized that the public 
itself must rally to the cause of trying to stop, and 
eventually reverse, the steady takeover by Russia 
since independence in 1991. 

The world now knows that Yanukovych lived 
like a 19th Century Czar between 2002 and 2014 
and oversaw the destruction of Ukraine’s military 
in preparation for the slow invasion of Ukraine. Its 
manpower was reduced and its equipment sold for 
profit by corrupt officials. 

But most revealing was his estate outside Kyiv and 
the scale of excess. As I toured it, | became more and 
more outraged with each extravagance: the golf course, 
yacht basin, party boat, hunting grounds, mansions, 
landscaping, car museums, equestrian grounds and 
lined ponds stocked with trout and fountains. 

Finally, Ukraine’s Pandora’s Box has been opened 
for all the world — and all the people — to see. Before 
2014, his lifestyle was top secret, guarded by 1,000 
soldiers and a 25-foot high green fence along a 34- 
mile perimeter. The corruption that has ruined Ukraine 
15 по longer a whispered rumor or a mere suspicion. 
The nation’s elites have been exposed like looters on 
camera. 

The most poignant moment for me on this visit 
was an interview in a Kyiv hospital with a young 
member of the Right Sector, led by Dmytro Yarosh. 
Make no mistake: these volunteers and others made 
the difference last year and helped Ukraine’s rag tag 
army hold the Russians at bay. As Dmitry Gorenberg 
with Harvard’s Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian 
Studies wrote Ukraine’s army had only 6,000 combat- 
ready troops when the Donbas trouble began (down 
from an army of 800,000 in 1992 when I first came 
to Ukraine). If volunteers had not helped, he argued, 
the eastern half of the country would have fallen into 
Moscow’s hands by now. 

| interviewed “Maley,” his battalion code name, and 
he told me his story. 

“After Crimea was taken, I called the army to sign 
up but no one returned my calls,” he said. He lost 
patience so he took his grandfather’s hunting rifle, and 
taped a brass plate his mother bought for him to his 
chest, and went to the front to join the cause. 

He became a sniper but was wounded this spring 
after a regular army medic on patrol with him 
accidentally stepped on a land mine. She lost both her 
legs and “Maley” ended up with shrapnel wounds. 
“She was not paying attention,” he said adding “but 
I’m going back.”(I was told that his hospital stay was 
paid for by donations, not the government of Ukraine, 
even though the battalion’s leader is collaborating 
closely with the regular army. This is outrageous to 
me.) 

Such sacrifice is unique but not uncommon. There 
was also a new-found purpose and spring in the 
step of many. The war is not close to Kyiv or Lviv, 
but everywhere there are reminders in the form of 
memorials and men in fatigues, some asking for 
donations for the families and health care costs of the 
volunteer soldiers. 

And thousands more have quietly joined Ukraine’s 
“hidden army of volunteers.” A 45-year-old 
professional woman I met in Kyiv raises money for 
medicine and her husband helps volunteer battalions 
by procuring supplies. At the time we spoke, he 
was driving a new, outfitted ambulance back from 
Belgium to the war front, paid for with donations and 
fundraising efforts there. 

The diaspora is also re-awakening to Ukraine’s 
needs, after two decades of being mistreated by 
Ukraine’s corrupt officials. Canada — with as many 


as two million people of full or partial Ukrainian 
heritage — has been quick to condemn Putin and to 
provide military training support and funds. 

Canada also endorses (along with many in the U.S. 
Congress and Defense Department) the provision of 
lethal weapons to Ukraine by the west to repel and 
push back the Russians operatives, and now Russian 
troops, out of the country. But Canada and others 
cannot do so unilaterally and are waiting for the White 
House to agree. Pressure is building to directly help 
Ukraine. 

“The struggle in Ukraine is more serious than ISIS,” 
said John Herbst in an interview with me in Kyiv. He’s 
a former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine and Russia and 
Fellow at the Atlantic Council in Washington. “It’s 
very simple. Any military thinker looks at a threat — 
what is the capability of the damage? Putin wants to 
change the peace established in 1991 and after World 
War II.” 

But recent publicity that some Ukrainian militias 
are comprised of neo Nazis frightens some politicians 
and donors. And there’s concern about the corrupt 
army leadership and whether it’s under control. As for 
militias, however, Canada’s Defense Minister Jason 
Kenney said in Lviv “We should not allow a small 
number of bad apples in one battalion to characterize 
the new Ukraine.” 

I also interview other impressive non-combat 
volunteers. 

“A fier the 2014 violence in the Maidan, I had to get 
involved to save the country from [Ukrainian] dictators 
and now we have to save it from the biggest dictator 
in the neighborhood,” said David Arakhamiya in an 
interview. “The Ukrainian army was non-existent and 
there was a 10-year plan to destroy it from inside.” 

He and his family were refugees from another 
Putin war, in Georgia, and settled to begin a new life 
in Ukraine several years ago. (Georgia was the pilot 
project for Ukraine.) 

He and 350 software engineers and architects 
decided to work full-time for at least one year to help 
the military, with some helping as volunteers inside 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense. 

He and his volunteers have been helping to 
modernize the army (with some resistance in 
certain quarters) by digitizing inventory, devising 
transparency procurement platforms to eliminate 
corruption, creating weapons and raising funds 
through a crowd funding site called peoplesproject. 
com — where interested donors from around the world 
can scan a shopping list of projects and causes for 
donors and use their credit cards to make donations. 
Millions have been raised so far. 

Ukrainian software experts have also joined 
with aviation experts to make 40 drones a month, 
using available software and cameras and parts 
from China. Volunteers have developed encryption 
devices to protect communications in the field and 
a radio communications system that allows frontline 
commanders to direct the movements of soldiers 
using tablets. 

I learned on this trip that Ukraine’s military 
industry has begun to work multiple shifts replacing 
the equipment that was sold for personal gain. And 
50,000 conscripts will be called up this year, the first 
of several mobilizations that will be trained, in part, 
by western military advisors. 

All of these military reforms and citizen activism 
must continue if Ukraine is to win the war against 
Russia and the war against corruption at home. But 
more western help, in terms of military equipment 
and debt relief, must arrive soon. 

And in the end Ukrainians — who are easygoing 
and flexible — must become even tougher and more 
demanding that bribery, money laundering and 
influence peddling end. Reforms are being undertaken 
but not quickly enough and this fall’s mid-term 
election may reflect dissatisfaction. 

If I had my way, for instance, the country’s 20,000 
prosecutors, like its traffic cops, would summarily 
dismissed and replaced with new people who are 
forced to adhere to reforms, the rule of law and 
transparency. 

If reforms are stillbom, the next revolution 
following those in 2004 and 2014 won’t be peaceful 
and leaders won’t have enough time to scurry back to 
Russia. Patriotic activism is spreading and has become 
the country’s de facto official opposition party. 

I'm very heartened and touched by the efforts of 
Ukrainians thus far, but Ukrainians must learn to heed 
the advice of America’s Thomas Jefferson: “Eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty.” 

Tam not Ukrainian myself, but we are all Ukrainians. 
Diane M. Francis is Editor at Large with the National 
Post and a Distinguished Professor at Ryerson 
University’s Ted Rogers School of Management. 


Four ways 
Ukraine isn’t 
Greece 


(RFE/RL)—Both Ukraine and Greece are seeking debt relief from 
foreign creditors as the two countries teeter on the brink of insolvency. 
Officials in Kyiv and Athens say their nations’ debt levels are unsustain- 
able and must be restructured, an assessment echoed by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). But while both countries push to stave off bank- 
ruptcy, here are four differences between their respective financial pre- 
dicaments. 


Reforms 

Ukraine has touted its commitment to pushing through reform meas- 
ures in exchange for Western aid, even as some legislative reforms have 
stalled. Kyiv has acted on the request of Western creditors by raising 
energy tariffs and trimming Ukraine’s banking sector, while Ukrainian 
officials have urged lawmakers to act on legislation required to secure 
further Western financing, including measures concerning the banking 
sector, anticorruption efforts, regulating public utilities, and reforming 
the Naftogaz gas company. 

By contrast, Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras” far-left Syriza party 
won elections in January by pledging to oppose deeply unpopular auster- 
ity measures imposed by Greece’s creditors. Tsipras called a nationwide 
July 5 referendum that resulted in a resounding “no” to further austerity 
measures in return for bailout loans. In an apparent capitulation, however, 
the Greek government on July 9 submitted proposed economic reforms to 
secure a $55-billion bailout from European creditors. 


Private Creditors 

Ukzaine faces a current debt crisis mainly involving private internation- 
al creditors. Four of these creditors, U.S. investment and hedge funds that 
hold around $8.9 billion in Ukrainian debt, are locked in negotiations 
over debt relief with Kyiv ahead of an interest payment due on July 24. 
The IMF says its $17.5 billion bailout for Ukraine is contingent upon 
Kyiv reducing payments to commercial creditors by $15 million through 
2018. Kyiv-has threatened a payment moratorium if the bondholders do 
not accept a 40 percent writedown, a proposal the lenders have resisted. 

By contrast, the lion’s share of Greece’s official debt — totaling some 
242.8 billion euros, according to a Reuters analysis last month — is owed 
to European governments. Germany is by far Athens’ largest creditor, 
with 57.23 billion euros in exposure to Greek debt, according to Reuters. 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel has taken a tough stance on Athens’ 
bid to restructure its debts, and German public opinion has been strongly 
opposed to concessions to Greece. 


IMF 

The IMF, which holds 21.2 billion euros in outstanding Greek debt, as- 
sumed a hard line on Greece ahead of a 1.5-million-euro repayment Ath- 
ens was scheduled to make on June 30. IMF chief Christine Lagarde said 
last month that Greece would not be granted a grace period if it missed 
the payment, which Athens ultimately did. Together with Greece’s other 
main creditors — the euro zone nations and the European Central Bank 
— the IMF is set to review Greece’s debt relief proposal. 

The IMF has expressed greater leniency toward Ukraine. Lagarde said 
last month that the IMF will be able to continue to support Kyiv under 
its “Lending-Into-Arrears” program “even in the event that a negotiated 
agreement with creditors in line with the program cannot be reached in a 
timely manner.” 


War and Peace 

Greece’s descent into crisis occurred in peacetime, in a country that 
joined the European Union in 1981 and the eurozone in 2001. A flurry 
of EU-encouraged borrowing as its economy expanded — including for 
projects linked to the 2004 Olympic Games — spelled trouble when the 
global financial crisis hit, shrinking Greece’s GDP and undermining its 
ability to pay creditors. Financial markets slammed the door after Greece 
revealed in 2009 that it had been understating its deficit figures, and the 
following year the “troika” of the IMF, European Central Bank (ECB), 
and the European Commission sought to stave off Greek bankruptcy — 
and a possible new financial crisis — with the first of two multibillion- 
dollar bailouts. These were conditioned on budget cuts, tax hikes, and 
other austerity terms that many Greeks and others say have caused or 
exacerbated the country’s current predicament. 

Ukraine’s economy has also been troubled for years, its financial health 
long hampered by corruption and resistance to reform. But unlike Greece, 
its economy has been sapped for over a year by war. The conflict be- 
tween government forces and Russian-backed rebels in eastern Ukraine 
has killed more than 6,500 people since April 2014 and hindered the 
pro-Western government’s efforts to return the country to growth. The 
conflict has undermined production in the partially rebel-held Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions, which account for about a quarter of Ukraine’s in- 
dustrial output. The World Bank said in April that Ukraine’s economy 15 
expected to contract by 7.5 percent this year and could grow by 2 percent 
in 2016 — but only if the war does not worsen, the banking sector stabil- 
izes and reforms continue. 
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Pysanka2015 asuccess 


(UkrNews)—The 4274 annual Ukrainian Pysanka Festival held in 
Vegreville July 3-5 was another success says Festival Treasurer Orest 
Olineck. 

“We saw more people roaming around in the workshops and the (pi- 
oneer) demonstrations. What was interesting is that we also saw many 
people of different races in the crowd and they were actually taking part 
in some of the demonstrations,” he noted. 

Among the new feature this year was the move of the workshops and 
arts displays from the Yarmarok into the arena whic’ created a better 
atmosphere and was very well received Olineck said, 

Attendance was about the same as last year but it is more difficult to 
get an idea as no admission was charged. The only concrete figures that 
the festival has is for the Grandstand shows (which were attended by 
close to 1600 for all five) and the two Zabava’s (attended by 1400 for 


the two nights. 


included Lviv singer Sofiya Fedyna and Kyiv folk singing group Rozh- 
anytsia. 

Fedyna, who performed in all five Grandstand shows including the 
Opening Ceremonies set up a booth to raise funds for the Ukrainian 
armed forces, while Rozhanytsia, who performed at the four Grand- 
stand concerts, conducted several workshops and engaged in some im- 
promptu singing during the course of the festival. 

Other Grandstand performers included: the Cheremosh Ukrain- 
ian Dance Company, the Vohon Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, the MY 
Ukrainian Dance Academy (all from Edmonton), Vegreville’s Sopilka 
Ukzainian Dance Ensemble and Promin Dancers, Winnipeg’s Sopilka 
Ukrainian Dance School Ladies Performing Ensemble, the Troyanda 
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble from Selkirk, Manitoba, the Spivohrai 
Ukrainian Children’s Vocal Ensemble from Saskatoon, Toronto’s Zirka 
band, Edmonton’s Millennia and Edmonton Playboy bands. 

Mike Ciona, Weather & Sports anchor at CTV Morning Live in Sas- 
katoon served as Master of Ceremonies. 

Also performing at the opening show were the A.L. Horton Bilingual 
Students. William Chychul was inducted into the Ukrainian Music Hall 
of Honour. Orest and Elsie Choban served as Hospodar and Hospo- 
dynia. 

Performers at the Cultural & Band Showcase in the Beer Gardens 
included: AL Horton Bilingual Students, Athabasca Ukrainian Folk 
Dance Club, Leslie Katarenchuk, Promin, Pokotillo Ukrainian Dan- 
cers, Rachael Melenka - Soloist Fiddle, The Diamonds Band, The Sop- 
ilka Ukrainian Dance School, Ladies Performing Ensemble, Yevshan 
Ukrainian Dancers, Vermilion Ukrainian Dancers Duet, Balada Roma- 
nian Dancers, Chaika. MYUDA, Sopilka Ukrainian Dancers (Vegre- 
ville), Svitanok, Steppe, Tanya Bombak and Yevshan Ukrainian Dan- 
cers 

Demonstrations at the Pioneer Village included John Babcock and 
Skyler Hoffas, experts in the Blacksmith trade, and bread baking start- 
ing with wheat being first ground in a stone grinding mill, then baked by 
the Peeche (outdoor oven). 

Vendors at the Yarmarok (marketplace) provided an interesting array 
of Ukrainian folk arts, crafts and products for sale, including articles 
from other nationalities. 

The Art Show and Sale featured oil, water colours and pencil art by 
Gloria Sen and Joyce Bryden, wildlife carvings in moose antler by Den- 
nis Halitsky, earthenware paintings by Debra Cherniawsky Durrer, oils 
by Val Boyko and face/body painting by Pamela Borchardt. 

Workshops included Pysanka Writing; Dough Dove Making; Crafts 
for Kids; Biley Holos with Rozhanytsia; Motanka Doll Making with 
Rozhanytsia; Headpiece Making from Branches and Live Flowers by 
the Arts of Life Studio, which also held Ukrainian Traditional and Con- 
temporary Fashion Shows; Rusalka Masterclass with Rozhanytsia and a 
Wedding Demonstration Masterclass with Rozhanytsia. 

Festival participants could also trace their roots with Ludwig 
Marianych or partake in Kule Folklore Centre Ukrainian Culture Sem- 
inars. 
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PYSANKA FESTIVAL PHOTOS - MARCO LEVYTSKY 


Above: Participants of the Arts of Life Fashion Show. On Opposite Page, Counter clockwise from Top Right: Vohon’s Sword Dance, Cheremosh with their Opening Pryvit; Zirka Bands. — 
Karen Aniol plays in between audience members dancing on the stage to their music; Куїу 5 Rozhanytsia; Saskatoon’s Spivohrai. 


зей School 


bo 


holds year-end concert 


(UkrNews)—The Cheremosh School of 
Ukrainian Dance held their year-end concert 
May 24 at the Eva O. Howard Theatre in Ed- 
monton. 

It featured Cheremshyna, Chumak I & II 
from the Academy Division, and all the nov- 
ice groups from the Recreational Division, 
with a special guest performance by the 
Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance Company. 

The Recreational Division is for ages 4 to 
16, classes are held one a week in the North 
Beverly studio, the brand new Terwillegar 
one, and starting in the 2015-2016 season, at 
the new St. Albert Studio the school is open- 
ing. 

Academy is a more intensive program for 
ages 8+ that consists of Chumak I, Chumak 
II and Cheremshyna. Classes are held twice 
a week in the North Beverly Studio. 

The Cheremosh School of Ukrainian 
Dance has been experiencing a substantial 
growth in enrollment. 

Noting this growth Graham Currie, 

- President of the Ukrainian Cheremosh Soci- 
ety welcomed those who experienced many 
firsts with the organization throughout the 
year. 

“T trust that along with the excitement of 
today, you are also feeling the warmth of 
connections you have made this past year, 
and confidence in your children’s growth in 
dance this season. To each and every one of 
you (dancers, their families and their guests), 
those of us who have been a part of this or- 
ganization in prior years, I wish to extend to 
you, a very warm welcome as you experi- 
ence your first Cheremosh School of Dance 
Finale,” he stated in the program’s message. 

Mykola Kanevets, Artistic Director, high- 
lighted some of the additions that were made 


to the repertoire this year. 

“Cheremshyna added to their repertoire 
new dances: the colorful ‘Welcome Suite’, 
the humorous character dance “Svatannia’, 
the lyrical girls’ dance "Магупа", and ап 
energetic “Hopak’. 

“Many new dancers in Chumak II have 
worked hard and put in great effort into per- 
fecting their dancing skills and technique. 
This year Chumak II had a completely new 
repertoire ef dances: ‘Poltawskyi Kozach- 
ok’, ‘Hutsulska Vytynanka’, ‘Dudaryk’, and 
“Polisky Muzyky’. 

“This year, Chumak I included many 
dancers who worked very hard to meet the 
challenges and requirements of this group. 
Chumak I concludes the season showcasing 
two new dances, ‘Bukovynska Zabava’ and 
"Норак Chumak’,” he noted. 

Assistant Instructors are Kendra Currie, 
Matthew Currie, Alexis Gelowitz, and Ty- 
mothy Jaddock. Ballet Class Instructor is 
Elizabeth Alleyne. The Costume Coordin- 
ator for Cheremosh School of Ukrainian 
Dance and Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance 
Company is Debbie McEachren and the As- 
sistant Costume Coordinator for School of 
Ukrainian Dance is Roxane Billey. Lydia 
Migus is Executive Director. 

Members who were recognized for their 
service at the finale included Cheremosh 
10 years: Kendra Currie (Jocksch), Brittney 
Wozniak, Stephan Bociurkiw; School of 
Dance — 10 years: Sasha Kanevets, Emily 
Gutsche; School of Dance — 5 years: Jacob 
Koshuta, Kaitlyn Leskow and Daniel Kich- 
ma 

The Parent/Child Dancer Recognition 
Award was presented to Daniel & Alexan- 
dria Berry 


PHOTOS — ARTISTIC CREATIONS 
Left: Cheremshyna, Right: Chumak II 
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Україна нарощує власне 


виробництво зброї 


Євген Солонина, Радіо Свобода 

Українська оборонна галузь за рік наростила виробництво в де- 
сятки разів, звітують керівники державного концерну «Укроборон- 
пром». Водночас українські підприємства навчилися виготовляти 
те, що раніше купували в Росії, а решту необхідного імпорту - за- 
безпечили країни ЄС ї НАТО, повідомляють в концерні. Експерти 
визнають суттєві успіхи української «оборонки», але називають по- 
казники у звітах військово-промислових підприємств істотно зави- 
щеними. 

За останній рік державний концерн «Укроборонпром» виготовив 
i передав армії понад 3900 одиниць нової та модернізованої зброї, 
а також військової техніки: це в 36 разів більше, ніж за аналогічний 
попередній період. 

Про це йдеться в останньому звіті концерну, повідомляє прес- 
служба «Укроборонпрому». 

У звіті говориться, що підприємства виготовили 105 одиниць 
бронетехніки, 2,6 тисяч ракет і подібних великих боєприпасів, по- 
над 600 одиниць ракетно-артилерійських систем і майже півтисячі 
систем зв'язку та навігації. 

«Головне досягнення року - Україна знову навчилася робити 
ефективну зброю. Тепер наш пріоритет - перехід на виробництво 
високоточної зброї та запуск в серію останніх перспективних розро- 
бок», - зауважив генеральний директор «Укроборонпрому» Роман 
Романов. 

У концерні запевняють: українська оборонна галузь не лише при- 
пинила експорт обладнання і технологій до Росії, а й відмовилася 
від імпорту російських компонентів для української військової 
продукції. 

Понад третину імпортних деталей та компонентів зброї Україна 
за рік навчилася виробляти самостійно, заявив Романов. І додав, що 
деякі комплектуючі концерн купує в країнах Західної Європи. 

«Ми зіткнулися з проблемою імпортозаміщення. 30 тисяч найме- 
нувань ми отримували від нашого північного сусіда... Досить опера- 
тивно торік було освоєно близько 11 тисяч найменувань виробів, які 
ми стали виробляти на підприємствах «Укроборонпрому», це близь- 


-ко 30%, У цьому році значна частина буде освоєна, весь цей час ми 


змушені були купувати комплектуючі у країнах Європи», - сказав 
Романов журналістам. 

Натомість в Росії ситуацію в українській оборонній галузі 
оцінюють скептично. Так, помічник російського президента Воло- 
димир Кожин днями говорив про те, що через розрив співпраці з 
Росією більшість заводів українського ВПК можуть закритися. 

Натомість найбільш чутлива до російського імпорту галузь - 
авіабудування - змогла замінити половину російських деталей влас- 
ними, тобто навіть більше, ніж інші напрямки оборонного сектору, 
свідчать звіти «Укроборонпрому». 

Збройні сили України, підрозділи яких ось вже понад рік беруть 
участь у конфлікті на Донбасі, захищаючи територіальну цілісність 
держави, отримали першу партію відремонтованих новітніх танків 
T-80. На завод вже прибули бійці, які будуть опановувати, а потім ви- 
користовувати у бою ці танки, заявив заступник директора концерну 
«Укроборонпром» Сергій Пінькас. 

«Після зміни керівництва концерну ми швидко наростили вироб- 
ництво. Але ми не є політично заангажованими: ми прості виконавці 
технічних замовлень. Нам кажуть: «Ттреба 10 танків». Ми кажемо: 
«Так точно!» - і виготовляємо. Від початку тижня «Укроборонпром» 
почав передачу армії нових танків Т-80. Ремонт та модернізацію 
техніки на замовлення Міністерства оборони виконали фахівці ДП 
«Харківський бронетанковий завод», що входить до складу Концер- 
ну», - пояснює промисловець. 

Фахівці «Харківського бронетанкового заводу» модернізували 
корпуси та башти, оснастили танки динамічним захистом типу 
«Контакт», яка забезпечить порятунок від сучасних протитанкових 
засобів. Днями на завод прибули ті військові екіпажі, які надалі ви- 
користовуватимуть танки Т-80. 

Серед найближчих цілей, які озвучив Сергій Пінькас - поновлення 
виробництва українських набоїв, яке припинилося, коли російські 
військові та бойовики захопили й демонтували Луганський завод 
набоїв. Раніше військовий експерт Сергій Згурець говорив, що є 
попередні домовленості з країнами НАТО, про те, щоб Україна ку- 
пила і встановила на своїй території патронне виробництво. 

Українська оборонна галузь досягнула певних успіхів, але її по- 
казники традиційно завищуються, зауважує співдиректор програм із 
міжнародної безпеки Центру Разумкова Олексій Мельник. 

«Цифра про зростання виробництва у 36 разів - ефектна: але що 
за нею стоїть? Кількість вироблених одиниць зброї відома, але чи 
відома її якість? Чи танк, вироблений «Укроборонпромом» — но- 
вий? Чи може це машина, яка роками стояла на консервації, а після 
певного ремонту змогла поїхати? В останньому випадку зростання 
боєздатності української армії - від питанням», - прояснює експерт. 

За його словами, оборонна галузь дійсно налагодила вироб- 
ництво багатьох потрібних для армії озброєнь та бронетехніки. 
Водночас, на думку Мельника, досі «кульгає» головний критерій 
оцінки діяльності оборонних підприємств: попри війну, яка фак- 
тично триває на українській території, від «оборонки» держава досі 
вимагає передовсім давати прибуток, а не максимально забезпечува- 
ти потреби фронту, наголошує військовий аналітик. 

Зі свого боку, президент України Петро Порошенко раніше за- 
являв, що Україна не буде відмовлятися від експорту оборонних 
технологій та озброєнь повністю, бо, за його словами, це дає змогу 
заробляти на виготовлення нової зброї для української армії. 
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Чи причетний Коломойський до 
побиття чиновника «Нафтогазу»? 


Дмитро Баркар, Радіо Свобода 

Невідомі побили члена наглядової ради 
акціонерної компанії «Укрнафта» Петра Столяра. 
Припускають, що це може бути наслідком його 
участі у суперечці між Кабінетом міністрів та гру- 
пою «Приват» за контроль над «Укрнафтою», де 
Столяр відстоював урядові інтереси. Водночас, 
серед експертів є лумка, що переговори між уря- 
дом та «Приватом» успішно просуваються, тому 
побиття члена наглядової ради «Укрнафти» може 
мати і побутове підгрунтя. 

Одного з керівників «Нафтогазу України» та 
члена наглядової ради «Укрнафти» Петра Столя- 
ра троє невідомих побили бітами біля його дому в 
четвер вранці. 

«Попередньо встановлено, що кілька невідомих 
напали на чоловіка біля будинку, де він мешкає. 
Згодом зникли з місця події. Наразі проводиться 
низка оперативних заходів щодо затримання та 
встановлення осіб, що скоїли кримінальне право- 
порушення. У столиці введений план перехоплен- 
ня», - повідомила заступник речника київської 
міліції Грина Левченко. 

Про подробиці нападу також написав у Facebook 
народний депутат Мустафа Найєм. «Нападників 
було троє, у руках одного з них була перев'язана 
скотчем коротка палиця. Перед тим, як напасти, у 
потерпілого запитали ім'я та по-батькові. Побили 
на очах у дочки», - пише він. 

Крім того, Мустафа Найєм у своєму дописі 
пов'язує побиття Петра Столяра з тим, що на 17 
липня призначили засідання наглядової ради «Ук- 
рнафти», де мають затвердити порядок денний 
зборів акціонерів, які можуть змінити директо- 
ра кампанії Пітера Ванхеке. Його Найєм називає 
ставлеником Ігоря Коломойського. Також депу- 
тат нагадує, що на одному з попередніх засідань 
наглядової ради «Укрнафти» позицією Петра Сто- 
ляра був незадоволений Irop Коломойський. 

«А Ви де працюєте? Ви у акціонера працюєте? 
Захищайте права акціонера, а не аукціонного 
комітету. Вам зрозуміло? Чи Вам не зрозуміло і 
«рамси поплутали»?» - запитував Коломойський 
наприкінці травня у Столяра. 

Раніше, у грудні 2014 року, з ініціативи глави 
Мінекономіки Айвараса Абромавичуса змінили 


склад аукціонного комітету, що займається про- 
дажем нафти, яку видобуває «Укрнафта». Як 
стверджузали ЗМІ та чиновники, на попередніх 
аукціонах «Укрнафта» занижувала ціну на видо- 
буту нафту і продавала її структурам Ігоря Коло- 
мойського. 

Нині виконавчий 0 директор 0 «Нафтогазу» 
Андрій Пасішник у Facebook пише, що поби- 
тий невідомими Петро Столяр після нападу 
залишається вдома, він може говорити й хо- 
дити. Крім toro, Пасішник зауважує, що Cro- 
ляр «відомий своєю принциповою позицією з 
відстоювання державних інтересів» 

«Це, мабуть, таке запрошення у ВІНК від Ігоря 
Валерійовича», - припускає Пасішник у своєму 


дописі. 
Йдеться про створення нафтової вертикально- 
інтегрованої компанії, ініційоване  прем'єр- 


міністром Арсенієм Яценюком. Нині щодо цього 
відбуваються переговори між НАК «Нафтогаз 
України» та групою «Приват». 

Утім, не можна однозначно стверджувати, 
що побиття Петра Столяра пов'язане з його 
професійною діяльністю та конфліктом між уря- 
дом та групою «Приват», зазначає експерт з енер- 
гетичних питань Юрій Корольчук. 

«Не можна сказати, що цей конфлікт набув 
кровопролитного характеру, що він є настільки 
гострим. Група «Приват» не перешкоджає і не 
планує, наскільки я знаю, перешкоджати зміні 
керівництва компанії «Укрнафта» через одну при- 
чину: вони перебувають в активній фазі домовле- 
ностей з урядом України, фактично через Арсенія 
Яценюка, що не буде розслідуватися діяльність 
менеджменту групи «Приват» під час керівництва 
компанією «Укрнафта» з 2003 року», - каже Ко- 
рольчук. 

Тим часом ані у групі «Приват», ані сам Ігор Ко- 
ломойський ситуацію з побиттям Петра Столяра 
не коментують. 

Цими днями також повідомляють, що новому 
главі державної компанії «Укртранснафта» Ро- 
ману Сидораку принесли поховальний вінок під 
двері квартири. Сидорак замінив на посаді голови 


«Укртраненафти» Олександра Лазорка, -якога-наа-- 


зивають людиною Ігоря Коломойського. 


Переселенці з Донбасу отримують 
допомогу від уряду Німеччини та Польщі 


Євгенія Назарова, Радіо Свобода 

Міжнародна благодійна організація з понад 
сторічною історією відтепер опікується допомо- 
гою вимушеним переселенцям зі сходу України. 
В Україні фонд «Карітас» має 20 регіональних 
осередків у 12 областях. Один з них розпочав свою 
роботу в лютому 2015 року в Запоріжжі. Зараз 
працівники організації реалізують в регіоні низку 
проектів матеріальної, фінансової та психологічної 
підтримки біженців зі сходу країни. 

Десятки вимушених переселенців зібралися 
у коридорах та у кабінетах реєстрації фонду 
«Карітас Запоріжжя». Благодійна організація роз- 
почала розподіл гуманітарної допомоги від урядів 
Німеччини та Польщі. Це понад 280 тонн продуктів 
та предметів гігієни. Їх доставили до Запоріжжя в 
середині червня. Переважна більшість вантажу - 
це продуктові набори. 

«Півтора тижні тому прийшов до Запоріжжя 
німецько-польський конвой, то була величезна купа 
вантажівок, що привезла велику кількість продуктів 
харчування, зібраних на кошти урядів Німеччини 
та Польщі, - розповідає соціальний працівник 
благодійного (ронду «Карі? іс Запоріжжя» Вален- 
тин Кваша. - Наші продуктові набори розраховані 
на родину від трьох осіб. | на сьогоднішній день 
ми почали видавати ті набори тимчасовим мешкан- 
цям Запоріжжя, яких запоріжці прийняли. Також 
ці продуктові набори будемо надавати тим пересе- 
ленцям, що мешкають поза межами Запоріжжя - це 
Мелітополь, Бердянськ». 

Аналогічну допомогу через осередки «Карітас 
Україна» отримають і вимушені переселенці 
у Дніпропетровську та Краматорську (на 
Донеччині). Продуктовий набір біженцям вида- 
ють після реєстрації у благодійному фонді. Іван 
Харьков - один з тих, хто допомагає переселен- 
цям оформити необхідні для цього документи, 
зазначає, що біженці для реєстрації у благодійному 
фонді повинні мати при собі оригінал паспорта, 
ідентифікаційного коду, їх копію, документи на 
підтвердження внутрішньо переміщеної особи, 


довідку про первинну реєстрацію із Держслужби 
з надзвичайних ситуацій, довідку від соціального 
захисту, що людина отримує певну грошову 
компенсацію. 

Папери заповнено - і переселенців спрямову- 
ють до складу благодійного фонду отримати про- 
дуктовий набір. Для жінок з маленькими дітьми, 
вагітних, людей літнього віку є винятки - видають 
допомогу безпосередньо в офісі організації. 

Тетяна з Горлівки опікується маленькою дити- 
ною. Вона прийшла до фонду 1 отримала продук- 
товий набір. 

«Дізналася про допомогу - 
розповіли, що є така фірма як «Карітас», 
яка | допомагає дітям, людям. Приїхала, 
зареєструвалася. Допомога корисна для дітей 
- продукти харчування, погодувати. Я тиждень 
тому зареєструвалася. Мені вчора зателефонували 
-- приїхала, отримала», — розповідає жінка. 

Німецько-польська гуманітарна | допомо- 
га - не єдиний проект «Карітас Запоріжжя» з 
підтримки вимушених переселенців. Від самого 
початку діяльності організації в Україні допомо- 
га біженцям зі сходу надавалася завдяки урядові 
Сполучених Штатів Америки. Благодійним фон- 
дом у Запоріжжі реалізуються й інші програми 
допомоги переселенцям. 

«З травня місяця додався проект канадсь- 
кого уряду, завдяки якому ми зможемо значно 
збільшити фінансову допомогу тимчасовим пере- 
селенцям, бо ті кошти, що залучаються, людина 
зможе витрачати не лише на продукти та меди- 
каменти, а також, наприклад, на оплату житла, 
якевони знімають. Зараз також стартує проект 
австрійського уряду, який також буде надава- 
ти переселенцям можливість отримувати через 
«Карітас Запоріжжя» кошти на продукти харчу- 
вання, а також медицину», - каже співробітник 
«Карітас Запоріжжя» Валентин Кваша. 

За даними на 1 липня цього року, в Запоріжжі 
зареєстровано з понад 43 тисячі вимушених 
переселенців із Криму та Донбасу. 


просто люди 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, July 16 - 29, 16 - 


рано 


29 липня, 2015 


Signing of Ukrainian MOU in Lviv, from left, Oksana Wynnytskyj, Honorary council for Canada in Lviv, 


Dr. Neil Besner, UWinnipeg Provost and Vice-President, Academic, Vitalij Lomakovych, financier of the Lviv 
International School, Dr. Taras Dobko, senior VP (academic) Ukrainian Catholic University Petro Kolodiy, 


Head of the Lviv Regional Council 


U of W, UCU unite to create school 


(UkrNews)—June 9 in Ukraine, Vitaliy 
Lomakovych, а local Ukrainian business leader, in 
collaboration with the University of Winnipeg and 
the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv, signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding to establish an 
international private school as a social enterprise 
in Lviv. This school would be the first international 
school in Lviv and is expected to serve the student 
needs of western Ukraine. 

“Winnipeg and Lviv are twin cities,” said Dr. Annette 
Trimbee, UWinnipeg President and Vice-Chancellor. 
“Canada has a vibrant Ukrainian community whose 
roots date back several generations. This school will 
help strengthen these ties with a cross-pollination of 
culture and language through education between the 
two countries and it will be an important initiative for 
Canada’s Ukrainian community.” 

The school will incorporate the high standards 
of the Canadian educational system along with an 
innovative Ukrainian curriculum that will allow 
students to receive both Canadian and Ukrainian 
graduation diplomas. 

The parties have agreed that the school will 


create a learning environment that will encourage 
all students to achieve their highest potential in 
intellectual, ethical, creative, physical, and social 
skills. The school’s vision will be based on respect 
for human dignity, human rights, social justice, and 
the promotion of national identity while incorporating 
the principles of accessibility, inclusivity and equality 
of all children. The school will also ensure that gifted 
children from disadvantaged families and children 
with special needs will have an equal opportunity for 
a quality, modern education. 

On July 7 Lviv Regional Council approved the transfer 
of a building and grounds in the centre of Lviv, for 
the uses of an educational institution, which will be 
renovated to house the school. At its current size, the 
school will be able to accommodate approximately 
300 students. 

During the next six months, all parties will be working 
together to develop the educational vision, curriculum 
and staffing plan to recruit and train the faculty and staff 
that will become part of the Lviv International School 
team. They aim to have the school ready to open its 
doors for the fall term in 2017. 


Russia seeking Ukraine’s economic 
‘collapse,’ Biden says 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. Vice President Joe Biden has ас- 
cused Russia of trying to destabilize Ukraine “by any 
means it can,” saying the Kremlin wants to see the 
economy of its ex-Soviet neighbor crumble. 

“Russia’s trying to undermine the stability and the 
sovereignty of Ukraine by any means it can, includ- 
ing its attempt to create conditions that will cause 
Ukraine to economically collapse,” Biden told U.S. 
and Ukrainian officials and business leaders in Wash- 
ington on July 13. 

“That’s [Russia’s] first preference,” Biden added. 
“But we can’t let that strategy succeed.” 

Biden delivered the comments in a speech to the 
inaugural U.S.-Ukraine Business Forum, an event co- 
hosted by the U.S. Commerce Department aimed at 
fostering U.S. investment in the Ukrainian economy, 
which has been ravaged by Kyiv’s war with Russian- 
backed separatists in the east of the country. 

Biden repeated allegations by Kyiv, Washington, 
and their allies in Brussels that Moscow is backing the 
rebels, saying Ukraine is “now under siege.” 

“Russia is building military outposts on Ukrainian 
soil,” Biden said. “It relentlessly continues to send 
Russian troops, Russian hired thugs and mercenaries, 
Russian tanks, and Russian missiles into numerous 
parts of Ukraine, but particularly the Donbas.” 

The Kremlin denies it is supporting the separatists, 
despite mounting evidence of Russia military inyolve- 
ment in the conflict, which has killed more than 6,500 
since the fighting erupted in April 2014. 

Biden also urged Ukraine to enact reforms, crack 
down on endemic corruption, and improve transpar- 
ency in order to lure investors to the country, saying 


the leadership in Kyiv has a small window of oppor- 
tunity to secure greater integration with the West. 

“This may be the last genuine opportunity the 
people of Ukraine have to establish a democratic re- 
public in a way that is economically prosperous and 
fully integrated within Europe,” he told the forum. 

The audience included senior Ukrainian officials, 
including Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk and Fi- 
nance Minister Natalie Jaresko, a U.S. citizen, both of 
whom addressed the forum earlier in the day. 

Ukraine has been locked in tense negotiations with 
creditors as it seeks to restructure its debt. Kyiv has 
threatened to halt payments on its international debt if 
creditors refuse to agree to a writedown on the hold- 
ings. 

Addressing the forum, Yatsenyuk called on the 
creditors to “be cooperative and collaborative.” He 
also said the Ukrainian government is taking concrete 
steps to tackle corruption, while conceding that graft 
remains a deeply rooted problem in the country. 

“Please, American investors, jump in. We are happy 
to see you in Ukraine,” Yatsenyuk said. 

Biden told the audience that Kyiv must “confront 
the corruption that has kept this country from taking 
advantage of the tremendous human capital it pos- 
sesses.”” 

“To attract the type of investment that will allow 
Ukraine to survive and thrive, the changes being en- 
acted now have to be real and have to be lasting,” 
Biden said. “They cannot just be reforms on paper. 
They have to be tangible for businesspeople, for civil 
society, ana for ordinary citizens on the street for any 
of it to work.” 
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Two new directors appointed 
to Shevchenko Foundation 


(UCFTS)—The Ukrainian Can- 
adian Foundation of Taras Shev- 
chenko is pleased to announce the 
appointment of two new members 
to its Board of Directors. 

As a philanthropic body, the 
Shevchenko Foundation believes 
in transparent governance, ac- 
countability to its donors, and con- 
tinually providing opportunities 
for renewal and growth. Through 
an open call for nominations, two 
notable individuals were appointed 
to the Board, effective July 1, 2015 
— Lidia Narozniak (Hamilton) and 
Scott Armstrong (Winnipeg). 

Narozniak is an Assistant Crown 
Attomey in Hamilton. Profession- 
ally, she is currently involved with 
various boards, including the Child 
Homicide Resource Team and the 
Death Investigation Oversight 
Council for Ontario. In the Ukrain- 
ian community, Lidia is actively 
involved with the Ukrainian Youth 
Association of Canada (SUM) at 
the national level, and most re- 
cently was elected President of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress — 
Ontario Provincial Council. 


Armstrong is a lawyer by pro- 
fession and currently works as Of- 
ficial Receiver/Senior Bankruptcy 
Analyst with Industry Canada, 
Office of the Superintendent of 
Bankruptcy. He is currently in- 
volved with the City of Winnipeg 
Museums Board and the Manitoba 
Choral Association. In the Ukrain- 
ian community Scott is actively in- 
volved with the O. Koshetz Choir, 
Oseredok Ukrainian Cultural 
and Educational Centre, and the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral of 
St. Ivan Suchavsky. 

Narozniak and Armstrong ге- 
place outgoing Directors Bohdan 
Halkewycz (Winnipeg), and Ernest 
Paluck (Regina). 

The Shevchenko Foundation 
Board of Directors is now com- 
prised of Andrew Hladyshevsky, 
Q.C. (Edmonton) - President, Boris 
Balan (Toronto) - Vice-President, 
Sophia Kachor (Winnipeg) - Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, Adrian Boyko (Sas- 
katoon), Gordon Gordey (Edmon- 
ton), Irka Mycak (Toronto), Lidia 
Narozniak (Hamilton), and Scott 
Armstrong (Winnipeg). 


Ukraine headed 


Cont. from P. 6 


run by Professor Mariya Pody- 
baylo, and “Soldiers Mail” headed 
by journalist Olena Mokrynchuk in 
the nearby frontline town of Volno- 
vakha. 

Externally, through the use of 
military, economic and trade pres- 
sures, Russia seeks the failure of 
Ukraine’s European integration. 
Gas negotiations collapsed last 
week, threatening Europe with dis- 
ruption of supplies, as in 2006 and 
2009. 

Ukraine’s path to Europe re- 
mains tortuous, and not only be- 
cause of Russia. Unlike the EU’s 
policies towards post-communist 
central Europe, Brussels demands 
that Ukraine must undertake deep 
structural reforms without a mem- 
bership “carrot” and with far less 
financial support. 

In central Europe, populist 
backlash against reforms led to 
the election of leftist governments 
that nevertheless remained pro-EU 
and pro-NATO. Populist backlash 
in Ukraine would be different and 
come from anti-European, counter- 
revolutionary forces in the east and 
south. 

President Petro Poroshenko must 
see the train crash coming but he 
seems unwilling to halt it. His “de- 
oligarchisation” campaign will re- 
main feeble and fail if it does not 
destroy the power of Ukraine’s pro- 
Russian gas lobby, whose member 
lead the Opposition Bloc and sit 
in Vienna. Dmytro Firtash, who a 
Vienna court refused to extradite 
to the US, had the largest bail in 
Austrian history — $155m — paid 
by Vasily Апізітоу, “a billionaire 


for a train crash 


who heads the Russian Judo Fed- 
eration, the governing body in Rus- 
sia of Putin’s beloved sport”. 

The recent freeze by the interior 
ministry on the assets of Firtash’s 
Ostchem, Ukraine’s biggest chem- 
icals, energy and gas utility, should 
not be misunderstood. It is not the 
action of Poroshenko but of the gov- 
ernment under Prime Minister Ar- 
seny Yatsenyuk, backed by a rival 
oligarch. Poroshenko can either 
continue to honour the agreement 
he and Kyiv mayor Vitaliy Klitsch- 
ko reached with Firtash in Vienna 
in March 2014 — in which Firtash 
brokered Klitschkov’s withdrawal 
from the presidential election — or 
he can include the gas lobby in his 
“de-oligarchisation” campaign. In 
so doing he would destroy the most 
powerful pro-Russian camp and as- 
sist the US, Ukraine’s most import- 
ant strategic partner, in its appeal 
against the Vienna court decision. 

Putin was surprised by the tough- 

ness and patriotism of Ukraine’s 
solders and volunteers who de- 
feated his “New Russia” project. It 
is incumbent upon Poroshenko to 
show the same determination the 
Ukrainian citizens have shown in 
the Euromaidan and on the front 
line by defeating the counter-revo- 
lutionary internal threat posed by 
pro-Russian oligarchs. 
Taras Kuzio is a research associ- 
ate at the Centre for Political and 
Regional Studies, Canadian Insti- 
tute for Ukrainian Studies, Uni- 
versity of Alberta and non-resident 
fellow at the Center for Transatlan- 
tic Relations, School of Advanced 
International Relations, Johns 
Hopkins University. 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

4 липня у Києві склали присягу на 
вірність народові України дві тисячі 
поліцейських патрульної служби. Вони 
мають замінити старі міліцейські патрулі 
і патрульних Державної автоінспекції. 
З моменту прийняття ними присяги і 
аж дотепер кияни активно обговорю- 
ють роботу молодих патрульних, їхні 
-- поведінку, стиль, уніформу. В Україні, яка 

за рівнем корупції посіла 144 місце серед 

177 держав, де форма «даїшника» або 

міліціонера асоціюється з хабарем, люди 

сподіваються, що новостворена поліція 

захищатиме саме пересічних українців і 

дбатиме про їхню безпеку, а не про власну 

кишеню. 

Роману Неділько - 26 років, він киянин, 
служив у Збройних силах України. Він один 
з тридцяти трьох тисяч кандидатів, хто 
прийшов у січні цього року на співбесіду, 
сподіваючись стати поліцейським. Перш 
ніж 4 липня присягнути на вірність Україні, 
Роман пройшов чотири етапи конкурсів і 

--тестів. Своїм головним завданням новий 

патрульний вважає захист прав українців і 

безпеку у місті. 

«Ми хочемо змінити щось у цій країні, 
щоби була до нас довіра у людей, щоб нам 
довіряли, щоб знали, що до нас завжди 
можна звернутись, і ми завше прийдемо 
на допомогу. З нас ніхто не буде хабарі 
брати, і з людей гроші вимагати ніхто 
не буде, ми будемо працювати за ідею 
і сподіваємось на підтримку людей», - 
розповів поліцейський у розмові з Радіо 
Свобода. 

Відповідаючи на запитання, для чого 
він пішов у поліцію, Роман відповідає 
коротко - щоб здолати корумповану си- 

""стему і повернути довіру українців до 
правоохоронних органів. 

«Я не працював ніколи у правоохорон- 
них органах, я, можна сказати, нова лю- 
дина у цій сфері, з моїх рідних ніхто не 
працював у цій сфері. Я прийшов за ідею, 
за цю ініціативу - змінити щось у країні», 
- зазначив він. 

Заступник міністра внутрішніх справ 
Exa Згуладзе повідомила журналістам, 
що лише 68 патрульних у поліції Києва 
мають досвід роботи у структурах МВС. 


Ukrainian Мемуз/Українські вісті, coal 16 - 29, 16 - 29 липня, 2015 


Які запобіжники проти корупції є у новій поліції? 


Exa Згуладзе отримує символічний подарунок від президента i прем'єра під час 
присяги поліції 


Конкурс на нову посаду вони проходили 
на рівні з усіма іншими, і разом з новачка- 
ми складали тести і проходили відбір на 
полігоні, зазначила Згуладзе. 

Нинішні очільники України, ще бу- 
дучи опозиціонерами з трибуни Май- 
дану, обіцяли подолати корупцію в 
правоохоронних органах, а рік тому до 
цього процесу долучились грузинські 
фахівці. Реформу MBC розпочали 3 
реформування патрульних служб i 
Державної автоінспекції, замінивши їх 
поліцейськими патрулями. 

Кияни здебільшого позитивно став- 
ляться до нових патрульних, але на фору- 
мах у соціальних мережах іноді виникає 
питання, чи не перетвориться патрульна 
поліція на стару міліцію? 

Уряд обіцяє, що цього не станеться. 
Адже нові закони, які вводять у дію ре- 
форму правоохоронних органів, перед- 
бачають «запобіжники» проти корупції. 
Так, витрати на управління апаратом зве- 
дуть до мінімуму за рахунок впроваджен- 
ня сучасних інформаційних технологій 
та систем. Також поліцейські будуть 
незалежні від політичних впливів або 
інтересів окремих бізнес-структур, зазна- 
чила Згуладзе. 

Створення 


нових правоохоронних 


органів - одне з небагатьох помітних 
досягнень нової влади, тому президент 
України Петро Порошенко особисто да- 
вав напутні поради новим поліцейським. 

«Я рівною мірою переконаний як 
у вашому професіоналізмі, у вашій 
мужності, так само, як і у вашій чесності 
і порядності. Український народ вірить і 
довіряє вам і покладає на вас колосальні 
надії. Тя, так само, як і вся українська вла- 
да, переконаний, що ви виправдаєте цю 
довіру», - наголосив Порошенко. 

Президент Порошенко повідомив, 
що реформування системи МВС роз- 
почато зі столиці України, але цей про- 
цес продовжується, і незабаром нові 
поліцейські патрулі працюватимуть у 
Львові, Харкові, Одесі і далі на всій 
території України. 

Як повідомив журналістам один з його 
авторів, член комітету з питань законо- 
давчого "| забезпечення правоохоронної 
діяльності Юрій Луценко, з моменту 
ухвалення закону «Про Національну 
поліцію» 2 липня, Національна поліція 
— це окремий орган, який формувати- 
ме і координуватиме уряд України через 
міністра внутрішніх справ. 

«У складі Національної поліції 
функціонуватимуть кримінальна поліція, 


патрульна поліція, поліція охорони, 
спеціальна поліція, поліція особливого 
призначення», — розповів Луценко. 

Але на момент складання присяги 
(4 липня) нові поліцейські ще не були 
повністю введені в українське правове 
поле. А отже, на думку деяких юристів, 
форсування виходу нових поліцейських 
на патрулювання без узгодження їхнього 
статусу в межах нині чинного законо- 
давства про міліцію підриває намагання 
нової владної команди створити право- 
охоронних орган, який би користувався 
довірою громадян. 

Київський правник Геннадій Друзенко з 
цього приводу зауважив у своєму пості у 
соціальній мережі Facebook: 

«Сутність реформи полягає в тому, що, 
на відміну від корумповано-понятійних 
стосунків з міліцією, стосунки громадя- 
нина з поліцією мають грунтуватися на 
законі і тільки на законі. Тоді засадниче 
питання: чому ж не можна було почекати 
тиждень-два, аби запровадження поліції 
не викликало сумніві у її законності?» - 
зазначив Друзенко. 

Експерти також застерігають від 
надмірного | захоплення | зовнішніми 
змінами і закликають подивитися на те, 
що глибинні реформи органів охорони 
правопорядку не лише не проводяться, 
але навіть не обговорюються. Про це, 
зокрема, розповів журналістам експерт 
всеукраїнської громадської ініціативи 
«ОПОРА» Тарас Гателяк. 

«Торкаючись реформ, ми говоримо про 
оптимізацію структури. У той же час, за- 
конодавство передбачає не оптимізацію 
структури, а створення територіальних 
підрозділів органів внутрішніх справ. 
А взамін ми, громадськість, говоримо 
про інше: має бути центральний апарат 
з функціями координаційного центру 
між Національною поліцією, прикордон- 
ною службою, міграційною службою, 
Національною гвардією», - каже Гателяк. 

Натомість, на | думку експерта, 


міністерство зберігає - громіздкий. «апа 


рат у центрі i Ha місцях, що залишає 
ризики утворення корупційних зв'язків 
між новими поліцейськими і місцевими 
політичними і діловими елітами. 


Росія задешево купила Криму «світле майбутнє» 


Роман Ніколаєв, Радіо Свобода 

Розмови про неминуче вимкнення 
електропостачання Криму Україною при- 
пинилися після того, як стало відомо про 
збільшення ціни на електроенергію для 
півострова. Тим часом, озвучені циф- 
ри показали, що вартість електрики, яка 
постачається Україною на окуповану 
територію, куди нижча, ніж внутрішні 
російські ціни. 

Поштовх до розмов про вимкнен- 
ня електроенергії в / Криму дало 
повідомлення російського Міненерго, що 
з'явилося пізно ввечері 30 червня. Згідно 
з ним, компанія «Укренерго» нібито 
повідомила російській стороні про при- 
пинення постачання електроенергії до 
Криму з нуля годин | липня. 

«30 червня 2015 року о 17:39 3 боку НЕК 
«Укренерго» надійшло повідомлення про 
скорочення з 00:00 1 липня погодинного 
планового графіку сальдо-перетікання 
«ОЕС України-Крим» до 0 МВт», - було 
сказано в повідомленні. 

Це повідомлення 9 щ викликало | чи- 
малий переполох в Криму як серед 
«чиновників», так і серед обивателів. Тим 
часом, обіцяний «кінець світла» | липня 
не настав - електрика продовжувала над- 
ходити з материка, як і раніше . 

На держпідприємстві «Крименерго», 
яке було націоналізоване окупаційною 
владою, запевнили, що електропостачан- 
ня споживачів продовжується в звичайно- 
му режимі. «Всі елементи енергосистеми 
в Криму працюють у звичайному режимі. 
Інформації про обмеження постачання 
електроенергії з території України не над- 
ходило», - повідомив у ніч на | липня 
диспетчер компанії (цитується за TAPC). 


Ані вранці, ані впродовж дня | липня 
анонсованого знеструмлення півострова 
також не сталося. 

З української сторони поспішили спро- 
стувати плани щодо вимкнення Криму. 
У профільному Міністерстві енергетики 
та вугільної промисловості відзначили, 
що нічого про припинення постачання 
не знають, а компанія «Укренерго» ого- 
лосила, що ні про що російській стороні 
не повідомляла і взагалі «не зобов'язана 
попереджати ні Міністерство енергети- 
ки Російської Федерації, ні Російську 
Федерацію про свою діяльність в ме- 
жах України», маючи на увазі юридичну 
належність анексованого Криму Україні. 

Непорозуміння, яке виникло, в компанії 
пояснили тим, що Крим вчасно не подав 
заявку. «Крим формує заявку на отри- 
мання електроенергії. На 1 число такої 
заявки не було, тому був закладений ну- 
льовий графік сальдо перетоку на цьому 
напрямку. Про припинення постачання 
електроенергії не йдеться», - пояснили 
в прес-службі «Укренерго» (цитується за 
Укрінформом). 

Що ж стосується російської сторони, 
то повідомлення про вимкнення Криму 
було прибране з сайту Міністерства енер- 
гетики. А в прес-службі Міненерго Росії 
зізналися «Крим.Реалії», що поспішили 
оприлюднити внутрішню інформацію 
з енергетичних переговорів між Росією 
та Україною, яку не планувалося робити 
публічною. 

Тим часом, переполох став поштов- 


хом до швидкого врегулювання ситуації 


навколо Криму. Переговори з цього пи- 
тання тривали всю ніч, що підтвердив 
керівник  «Крименерго» Віктор Пла- 


кида. «Вечір і ніч на І липня ми про- 
вели в режимі перевірки своїх сил і 
можливостей, але найголовніше, пере- 
мовники  - це стосується і політиків, 
і «керівників» Криму, в першу чергу, і 
Міністерства енергетики Росії, та інших 
офіційних осіб, - зробили все для того, 
щоб нічні переговори завершилися добре 
вранці | липня. У підсумку, ми отримали 
підтверджений ліміт і працюємо вже дру- 
гий день в цьому режимі, без негативних 
для нас наслідків», - розповів Плакида 
наступного дня (цитується 3a PIA Нови- 
ни). 

Незважаючи на припущення низки 
експертів, що Україна буде шантажува- 
ти Росію можливим вимкненням Криму 
з тим, щоб домогтися знижки на при- 
родний газ, ухвалене рішення не торкну- 
лося газової сфери взагалі 1 залишилося 
у вузькому руслі продажу електрики на 
півострів. 

2 липня міністр енергетики та вугільної 
промисловості України Володимир Дем- 
чишин оголосив на прес-конференції, 
що Україна з початку місяця підняла 
відпускну ціну на електроенергію для 
Криму. Різниця між старою і новою ціною 
склала 14%: замість 2,99 рубля за кВт/год 
стало 3,42 рубля. Цю зміну Демчишин 
підніс як безперечний успіх. «Підняли 
ціну істотно з І липня - до 3,42 рубля 3a 
кВт/год. Було 2,99 рубля за кВт/год», - 
сказав він (цитується за УНІАН). 

Тим часом, фахівці енергоринку не 
вважають це досягнення таким вже зна- 
чущим і вважають, що Україна могла до- 
сягти більшого в переговорах, поки Крим 
залишається повністю прив'язаним до її 
енергосистеми. Адже, якщо до грудня, 


як заплановано, Росія встигне перекину- 
ти кабельний перехід на півострів дном 
Керченської протоки, то український ар- 
гумент перестане бути таким вагомим. 

Що ж стосується ціни на електрику для 
Криму, то навіть після підвищення вона 
залишається досить скромною. Ставка 
3,42 рубля за кВт/год - це майже стільки 
ж, скільки становить максимальний та- 
риф для населення (при споживанні по- 
над 600 кВт/год) всередині самої України 
(3,64 рубля). На території Криму макси- 
мальний тариф для населення куди ви- 
щий - 4,95 рубля. Приблизно на такому 
ж рівні могла б бути і «експортна» ціна 
для Криму, і це було б справедливо. Тим 
більше, що ціну цю платить не насе- 
лення півострова, а російська державна 
енергокомпанія. 

«Крим — це частина Російської 
Федерації. Угоди між Україною і Росією 
(про постачання електроенергії до Кри- 
му - ред.) підписані на рівні державних 
компаній «Інтер PAO» і «Укрінтеренерго», 
- зазначав з цього приводу кримський 
«міністр палива та енергетики» Сергій 
Єгоров. - Крим безпосередньо Україні 
гроші не платить, у нас субсидований 
російський тариф» (цитується за TAPC). 

Ну авзагальноукраїнському розрізі ціна 
в 3,42 рубля за кіловат/годину є більш ніж 
середньою. Так, за інформацією РІА Но- 
вини, максимальні ставки на електрику в 
Росії перевищують цей показник удвічі. 

Наприклад, в Чукотському автономно- 
му окрузі вартість електроенергії для на- 
селення з І липня становить 7,80 рубля за 
кВт/год, в Магаданській області - 6,45 ру- 
бля, в Москві - 5,03 рубля, в Московській 
області - 4,54 рубля за кВт/год. 
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РНОТО -- ММІ ІМС. 
Group photo of Montrealers in front of the entrance to the Spirit Lake museum with chairperson, James Slobodian (top row 3rd from right), UCC Montreal excursion organizer Zorianna 
Hrycenko-Luhova (top row, 2nd from right). 


Montreal community marks 
100th anniversary of Spirit Lake 


Ukrainian News is now 
available at the following 
locations in Edmonton: 


(UCC Montreal)—To mark the 100th anniversary 
of the Spirit Lake internment site (1915-2015), mem- 
bers of the Montreal Ukrainian community visited the 
award-winning, Spirit Lake Internment Interpretative 
Centre, 600 km north of Montreal on June 27-28. 

The two-day chartered bus excursion from Montreal 
was organized by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC)-Montreal branch/Quebec Provincial Council for 
members from a cross-section of Montreal Ukrainian or- 
ganizations, as well as from the churches of the Assump- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Yurij’s, St. Sophia’s, 
"Рокгоуа", and St. Michael’s Parish in Iberville from 
which 60 families were taken to Spirit Lake. 

Travelling by bus provided the participants an op- 
portunity to experience the distance internees were 
transported by train, in groups, to the unknown wil- 
derness of Spirit Lake to do forced labor, beginning 
January 1915. 

The visit created a better awareness of early Ukrain- 
ian immigration history and of the unjust internment 
at Spirit Lake which resulted in the development of 
the city of Amos and the Ukrainian community in the 
Abitibi region of Quebec. 

On the way to Spirit Lake, the documentaries 
Ukrainians in Quebec 1891-1945 and Freedom Had 
A Price were shown on the bus, providing a histor- 
ical background to Canada’s First National Internment 
Operations 1914-1920, with Spirit Lake being the 
second largest of the 24 internment sites. The majority 
of the 1,200 prisoners at Spirit Lake were Ukrainians, 
many from the Montreal area. 

Once the bus arrived in Amos, Quebec, James Slo- 
bodian, chair of Spirit Lake Centre, joined-the Mont- 
real group and escorted them to the Spirit Lake mu- 
seum, pointing out the lay-out of the camp and ex- 
plaining the work of the Museum which is in its fifth 
successful year of operation. Waiting at the museum 
Was military chaplain Dany Perreault of the 9th Field 
Engineer Squadron who conducted a prayer service 
in remembrance of the internees, concluding with the 
Singing of “Vichnaya pamyat””. 

In the evening, following tours of the museum and 
the city of Amos, a welcoming supper was prepared 
downstairs in the museum by the Centre’s volunteers. 
The Ukrainian dishes served included specially baked 
bread from Rouyn Noranda using an original Ukrain- 
ian recipe, made by retired professor Léandre Ber- 
geron, who grew up in Manitoba. 

Brief remarks were given by Zorianna Hrycenko- 
Luhova on behalf of UCC Montreal, James Slobod- 
ian, chair of The Centre and Prof. Roman Serbyn who 
among others, had urged the federal government to 
tedress the interment. This was followed by singer 
Charlene Todoschuk performing “Zeleneje Zhytto 
Zelene”. The supper gave the Montreal group an op- 


portunity to meet the team of hard-working volunteers 
at Spirit Lake which included Mary Kureluk (treas- 
urer of the Board), Marcel Kurelo, Lucie Alarie and 
others. 

Among those also present were Montrealers Yurij 
Luhovy and Volodymyr Hayduk who first filmed and 
researched the history of internment at Spirit Lake in 
the mid 1970’s. 

All the visitors were extremely pleased with the ex- 
cursion, praising and commenting on the work of the 
Spirit Lake Internment Interpretative Centre. Among 
the many remarks were those by Hryhorij Kowryha 
who stated, “excellent museum... worthy of our on- 
going support”; Marusia Wenger commented, “..it 
is important to go to Spirit Lake and support their 
excellent work...”; Chrystia Figol offered, “I heard 
a lot about it, and at last I have seen this amazing 
museum...wonderful work being done here”; Irena 
Gerych stated, “we must support this excellent mu- 
seum, it is easy to go there...when I went to school, 
nothing was taught about Ukrainian immigration to 
Quebec”’; Olena Kulishova remarked, “I am very im- 
pressed ... highly recommend visiting Spirit Lake 
Centre located on the original internment grounds 
and living this history”; Lesia Prystupa-Shwec stated, 
“Highly recommended...it is a part of our Ukrainian 
Canadian history, and we know so little...’; Sylvia 
Todoschuk, president of UCPBA-of Winnipeg com- 
mented, “Very well organized... Spirit Lake Centre 
is undoubtedly an important education tool for all of 
Canada regarding our history”; Volodymyr Halian , 
“| am only three years in Canada. I never knew this 
history...it is very moving.”; Oksana Kotskovich: “... 
excellent”, Volodymyr Hayduk remarked, " A great 
excursion, more should be organized...it is a hidden 
history that must be better known ...now, 40 years 
later after Yurij, Zorianna and I worked on the docu- 
mentary, we should be grateful for the enormous work 
done by James Slobodian and his team in furthering 
awareness. We should all support their work which 
benefits us all.” 

The UCC-Montreal bus excursion, organized by 
Zorianna Hrycenko-Luhova, Marika Surzycia and 
Bohdanna Hawryluk was partially funded by the 
Ukrainian National Federation, Montreal branch, 
Caisse Populaire Desjardins Ukrainienne Montréal 
and supported by “Ukrainian Time” radio program. 
A special report on the excursion prepared by Lina 
Hawryliw was aired the following week. 

As we approach the 125th anniversary of Ukrain- 
ian settlement in Canada in 2016, the establishment 
of Spirit Lake Internment Interpretative Centre, with 
their outreach educational work, can be included as 
one of the major accomplishments of the Ukrainian 
Canadian community in Quebec and Canada. 
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Jews are fleeing 
Russia because 
of Putin 


By Roman Super and Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL)—Just a year ago, Russian journalist Vladimir Yakovlev was 
one of Moscow’s most influential media figures. 

Today, he lives a quiet life in Tel Aviv and has swapped his Russian 
passport for an Israeli one. 

Yakovlev, the founder of the respected Kommersant publishing house 
and the Snob magazine, belongs to a new wave of disillusioned Russian 
Jews deserting their country for the relative stability of Israel. 

“The big problem with Russia, and the main reason why I left, is the 
fact that our value system was destroyed,” he says. “Life in Russia has 
turned into Russian roulette. Every morning you turn the roulette wheel, 
you never know what is going to happen to you.” 

Spooked by Russia’s actions in Ukraine and by the increasingly strin- 
gent punishments for anyone deemed critical of the Kremlin, Russians of 
Jewish descent have been fleeing in droves over the past 18 months. 

According to Israeli authorities, as many as 4,685 Russian citizens re- 
located to Israel in 2014 — more than double than in any of the previous 
16 years. 

And the trend seems to be accelerating. 

The nongovernmental Jewish Agency for Israel has released figures 
showing a 40-percent surge in immigration to the country between Janu- 
ary and March of this year, compared to the same period in 2014. 

The study suggests that while the majority of immigrants still come 
from Western Europe, Russians and Ukrainians are responsible for this 
increase. The number of Jews migrating from Western Europe has re- 
mained largely the same. 

Yakovlev, however, doesn’t consider himself a simple immigrant. He 
2-15, in his own words, a refugee. 

“People usually emigrate due to domestic circumstances,” he says. 
“People are now leaving because they are scared to stay where they 
would like to live. They are running from Russia.” 

Zeyev Khanin, an official at Israel’s Immigrant Absorption Ministry, 
says the average Russian immigrant has changed dramatically since the 
last mass exodus of Jews from Russia ebbed in the late 1990s. 

He says newcomers from Russia are significantly younger, more edu- 
cated, and, as a rule, hail from Moscow or St. Petersburg. 

“The average education level is on the rise and the number of people 
with degrees in humanities has increased massively,” he tells RFE/RL. 
“Today’s repatriates are mostly the creative intelligentsia.” 

Mikhail Kaluzhsky was among the 4,685 Russians who moved to Is- 
rael last year. 

A journalist and playwright from Moscow, he is typical of the new 
wave of Russian immigrants described by Khanin. 

Kaluzhsky says his decision to leave Russia is “directly linked to pol- 
itics.” 

In January 2014, he traveled to Ukraine to witness the Maidan pro- 
democracy protests that toppled Russia-friendly President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych. 

He says the unwavering determination of Maidan protesters left a deep 
impression on him, together with an uncomfortable realization that Rus- 
sian antigovernment activists lag far behind their Ukrainian counterparts. 

"І understood that our protests were worthless,” he says. “After the 
Bolotnaya protests [in Moscow in 2012] in our country, demonstrators 
went to the restaurant. Activists on Maidan did not go anywhere, they 
stayed until victory.” 

Then, Kaluzhsky lost his job with the Sakharov human rights organiza- 
tion as a result of Russia’s new “foreign agent” law. 

The controversial law, signed by Russian President Vladimir Putin in 
2012, forces NGOs that receive foreign funding and are deemed to carry 
out political activities to register as “foreign agents.” 

“The center’s financial situation deteriorated as soon as talk about for- 
eign agents started in Russia,” says Kaluzhsky. “Western foundations said 
they could no longer fund initiatives that may be shut down tomorrow.” 

In fall 2014, the Sakharov Center was forced to scrap its theater pro- 
jects, to which Kaluzhsky had actively contributed. 

Russia’s annexation of Crimea from Ukraine was the last straw. 

“After Crimea, our family decided to distance itself from all of this, 
most of all from the government,” he says. 

The Kaluzhskys now live in the outskirts of Tel Aviv. Their son attends 
a local Jewish pre-school and already speaks good Hebrew. 

They have sold all their belonging in Russia and do not plan to return. 

Vladimir Yakovlev, too, sees his future in Israel. 

Не and his wife have settled in downtown Tel Aviv, in a bright flat with 
a balcony full of flowers. 

Most of their friends are other Russian intellectuals, and many of these 
friendships date back from their life in Moscow. 

Yakovlev says Israel offers the best of both worlds — a sunny, friend- 
ly climate and the same circle of liberal, educated Muscovites that sur- 
rounded him in Russia. 

“My group of friends here is almost the same as I had in Moscow,” 
he says. “We live in the same house as friends from Moscow, and I keep 
meeting people in the streets whom I regularly spent time with in Mos- 
cow.” 

“No one,” he adds, “should be forced to spend their life dealing with 
this Russian nonsense.” : 
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Who are the Russian generals 
fighting in the Donbas? 


By Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) 
has prepared a dossier laying out evidence for what it 
calls “Russian aggression against Ukraine.” 

The report alleges there are some 9,000 Russian 
troops deployed in Ukraine, forming 15 battalion tac- 
tical groups. The force includes about 200 tanks, more 
than 500 armored fighting vehicles, and some 150 ar- 
tillery systems, according to the dossier. 

The SBU also identifies by name five Russian gen- 
erals who it says are playing leading roles in com- 
manding and coordinating the military forces of the 
separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

Speaking to Bloomberg, New York University 
professor and specialist in Russian security services 
Mark Galeotti said that by “embedding their senior of- 
ficers,” the Russians are solidifying control over the 
separatist portions of Ukraine. 

“Somewhere in Moscow they have made the deci- 
sion this will be a long-term frozen conflict,” Galeotti 
told Bloomberg. 

Russia has consistently denied any military involve- 
ment in the conflict there. 

RFE/RL takes a closer look at the five officers who 
have been implicated: 

Major General Oleg Tsekov 

Tsekov graduated from a military institute in Chel- 
yabinsk in 1988. He then served in various parts of the 
Soviet Union and Mongolia. 

He graduated from the Academy of the General Staff 
in 2011. The same year, he was appointed commander 
of the 200th motorized special-forces brigade of the 
Northern Fleet. In September 2014, the volunteer in- 
formation service InformNapalm published evidence 
that the unit had been mobilized from Murmansk Ob- 
last to Rostov Oblast, together with evidence that ser- 
vice personnel from the 200th had been identified in 
Uksaine. 

Tsekov was promoted to major general (equivalent 
of a U.S. two-star general) on February 21, 2015. 

The latest SBU dossier charges that Tsekov com- 
mands the so-called 2nd brigade of the separatist 
forces near Donetsk. : 

Major General Valery Solodchuk 

Born in Astrakhan, Solodchuk graduated from the 
paratroops institute in Ryazan in 1992. In 2012, he 
was named commander of the 7th guards air-assault 
division based in Novorossiisk. A media reference in 
2014 identified Solodchuk as deputy commander of 
the 5th Army in the Far East. 

Digital-forensic investigators have drawn attention 
to asoldier of the 7th guards air-assault division named 
Stanislav Ramensky. He posted on social media sev- 
eral photographs that seem to have been taken in Cri- 
mea in March 2014, when Russia annexed the pen- 
insula from Uksaine. He also published a photograph 
of the medal and certificate he was given on April 14, 
2014, “for the return of Crimea,” which was signed by 
Solodchuk. 

In an interview with Rossiiskaya Gazeta in March, 
Solodchuk was asked if the 7th guards air-assault div- 
ision is a designated rapid-reaction unit within the 
Russian military. He answered that there are no such 
units and that the entire military is in a state of con- 
stant combat readiness. Asked if that meant that his 
unit is prepared to be ordered into battle at any mo- 
ment, Solodchuk answered, “Exactly.” 

The SBU dossier charges that Solodchuk is the 
commander of so-called 1st Army Corps of Novoros- 
sia in the Donetsk area. 


Major General Sergei Kuzovlev 

Sergei Kuzovlev was born in 1967 and graduated 
from the paratroops institute in Ryazan in 1990. He 
also studied at the Academy of the General Staff. He 
was promoted to major general in February 2014. 
Since 2014, he has been chief of staff of the 58th 
Army based in Vladikavkaz. 

In January, the Ukrainian SBU released an audio 
recording that it alleged showed Kuzovlev organizing 
the military forces of the self-proclaimed “Luhansk 
People’s Republic” in eastern Ukraine. The SBU says 
Kuzovlev goes by the pseudonyms “Tambov” and 
“Tgnatov.” 

Major General Aleksei Zavizion 

Aleskei Zavizion was born in Narva, Estonia, in 1965 
and graduated from a military institute in Chelyabinsk 
in 1986. He served in the Far East, in Chechnya, and as 
commander of Russian forces in Tajikistan. 

In 2009, he began studies at the Academy of the 
General Staff. 

In March, Ukraine’s SBU claimed Zavizion, using 
the nom de guerre Alagir, directed the shelling of Kra- 
matorsk and Mariupol. Referring to Zavizion, SBU 
official Markiian Lubkivskyi wrote on Facebook that 
“a citizen of the Russian Federation...with the call 
sign Alagir is currently in Donetsk within the rota- 
tional assignment of running the Operational Head- 
quarters since January 2015, coordinating military 
operations with the participation of representatives of 
illegal armed formations.” 

“Alagir is the person in charge of the deployment 
of artillery, mobile rocket systems, and heavy equip- 
ment,” Lubkivskyi continued. “Major bloody attacks 
on Ukrainian cities, particularly on Kramatorsk and 
Mariupol, were carried out under his direct command 
and coordination.” 

Lubkivskyi also wrote that Zavizion was sched- 
uled to be replaced by Russian Major General Andrei 
Сипіуоу. 

Major General Roman Shadrin 

Roman Shadrin was born in Rostov Oblast in 1967 ~ 
and graduated from a military institute in Kazan. He 
served in the Soviet contingent in East Germany after 
graduating in 1988. In 1995, he was awarded the Hero 
of Russia medal for his service during the first war 
in Chechnya. After service in Armenia and the North 
Caucasus, Shadrin was named deputy commander of 
Interior Ministry troops in the Urals region. In 2008, 
he served during the conflict with Georgia in the 
breakaway Georgian region of South Ossetia, after 
which he was promoted to major general. 

In September 2013, he was elected to the Yekaterin- 
burg City Duma from the ruling United Russia Party. 

The SBU dossier says Shadrin is the so-called min- 
ister of state security for the self-proclaimed “Luhansk 
Peoples Republic” (LNR) in eastern Ukraine. Accord- 
ing to a media report on July 3, Shadrin denies the 
allegation, saying he has only traveled to Ukraine’s 
Donbas region “with a humanitarian mission.” 

The Yekaterinburg-based Novy Den news agency 
reported the same day that Shadrin has “repeatedly 
traveled to eastern Ukraine with humanitarian mis- 
sions.” It also noted that Shadrin resigned as chairman 
of the city legislature’s security committee in January 
and quoted an unidentified source in the Yekaterin- 
burg Duma as saying Shadrin “holds one of the top 
positions in the security service of the LNR.” 

The same source said it is not known when Shad- 
rin will return to his duties in Yekaterinburg, but there 
have been no efforts to strip him of his mandate. 


Terrorism threat increasing, Poroshenko says 


(RFE/RL)—Ukzainian President Petro Poroshenko 
has said the threat of terrorism has “significantly 
risen” in Ukraine. 

“The level of guerrilla and terrorist threats in the 
regions outside the (conflict) zone has significantly 
risen,” Poroshenko said during a meeting with Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk and Interior Minister Ат- 
sen Avakov on July 10. 

Poroshenko did not elaborate, but said the flow of 
weapons from the conflict zone, where Ukrainian 
troops are fighting pro-Russian separatists, posed a 
threat. 

Kyiv considers Russian-backed rebels fighting 
against government troops in eastern Ukraine to be 


“terrorists.” 

There have been dozens of minor terror incidents 
across Ukraine, including a bomb attack that killed at 
least two people and injured at least 10 at a rally in 
Kharkiv in February. 

Kyiv has in the past accused Russia of “exporting 
terrorism” to Ukraine by providing weapons, training, 
and personnel to rebels in eastern Ukraine, a claim 
Russia denies. 

In May, two Russian special forces soldiers cap- 
tured in eastern Ukraine were charged with involve- 
ment in “terrorist activity.” 

The conflict in eastern Ukraine has killed more than 
6,400 people since April 2014. 
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Leaked MH17 draft report | Russia and Iran 
blames pro-Russian rebels (аге trading places 


(RFE/RL)—The Dutch Safety Board’s draft inves- 
tigative report on Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 blames 
pro-Russian separatists for shooting down the Boeing 
777 nearly a year ago, killing all 298 passengers and 
crew members, according to a CNN report. 

The secret draft report is several hundred pages 
long. 

On June 2, it was distributed for review to agencies 
and other accredited representatives in the Dutch-led 
Joint Investigation Team — including the U.S. Na- 
tional Transportation Safety Board, the Federal Avi- 
ation Administration, and Boeing. 

Other members of the investigating team are from 
Malaysia, Australia, Britain, Russia, and Ukraine. 

The recipients of the secret draft report have until 
August | to submit comments. 

The Dutch Safety Board will then draw up its defin- 
itive final report, which is expected to be released in 
October. 

On July 16, a day before the first anniversary of the 
tragedy, CNN revealed details from sources who have 
seen the draft. 

Two sources told CNN the Dutch-led investiga- 
tors concluded that MH17 was shot down by a Rus- 
sian surface-to-air Buk missile fired from a village in 
separatist-controlled territory of eastern Ukraine. 

Both sources said the Dutch Safety Board also puts 
some blame on Malaysia Airlines for dispatching the 
plane over the conflict zone en route from Amsterdam 
to Kuala Lumpur. 

They said investigators faulted the airline for 
not reading other countries’ warning notices to air- 
men, known as NOTAMs, that might have steered 
them away from airspace over the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine. 

The Dutch Safety Board says it will not comment 
on its “confidential draft final report.” 

In Washington, both the National Transportation 
Safety Board and the Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion refused to comment on the investigation or on the 
leaked findings. 

In their preliminary report released in September, 
the Dutch-led investigators announced that the plane’s 
fuselage had been pierced from the outside by a large 
number of “high-energy objects.” 

Those findings were consistent with a fragmenta- 
tion warhead like the one carried by a Buk antiaircraft 
missile. 

Fred Westerbeke of the Dutch National Prosecutors 
Office told reporters in September that MH17 “most 
likely” had been shot down from the ground. 

A pro-Russian separatist officer told AP after the 


disaster that the plane had been shot down by a mixed 
team of separatists and Russian military personnel 
who thought they were targeting a Ukrainian military 
plane. 

Audio recordings of intercepted phone conversa- 
tions between the separatists that were released by the 
Ukrainian government support that version of events. 

Westerbeke warmed that the difficulties of carry- 
ing out an investigation in a conflict zone like eastern 
Ukraine meant that a suspect may never be identified 
and brought to trial. 

But on July 15, a lawsuit filed in a U.S. court ac- 
cused Igor Girkin, the former commander of pro- 
Russian separatist forces in eastern Ukraine known as 
“Strelkov,” of orchestrating the shoot-down. 

Filed in Chicago, the lawsuit also alleges that Gir- 
kin acted with the blessings of the Kremlin when his 
forces fired at the Boeing 777. 

Lawyer Floyd Wisner is using the U.S. Torture Vic- 
tim Protection Act, which can be used against foreign 
nationals, to bring the case against Girkin in a U.S. 
court. 

The lawsuit seeks $900 million for families of 18 
MH 17 passengers. 

Wisner said the case “is not about money. It is about 
getting answers from Girkin and putting pressure on 
Russia to cooperate” with an international tribunal to 
bring criminal charges against those responsible. 

Malaysia and other countries participating in the 
Joint Investigation Team have been pushing for the 
establishment of a UN-mandated international tribu- 
nal that would prosecute those who are accused of 
shooting down the plane. 

But Russia said on July 9 that it would oppose a UN 
Security Council resolution to establish such a tribu- 
nal. 

On July 16, Russian President Vladimir Putin told 
Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte in a telephone call 
that setting up a UN tribunal would be “premature” 
and “counterproductive.” 

Rutte has said that a UN tribunal would give “the 
best guarantee of cooperation from all countries” in 
seeking justice for the families of the victims, many of 
whom were Dutch citizens. 

Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak said on 
July 11 in Kuala Lumpur that investigators are “really 
close to naming those guilty.” 

He also called “on all nations concerned to provide 
the fullest cooperation, so that we will be able to gath- 
er irrefutable evidence as to what happened — and es- 
pecially as to who were responsible for this unforgiv- 
able incident.” 


U.K. closes Russian media giant’s bank account 


(RFE/RL)—Russia says a London bank account 
held by its state-owned media behemoth Rossia Se- 
godnya has been “closed” by British authorities in a 
move it linked to Ukraine-related sanctions imposed 
by the EU. 

Russia’s Foreign Ministry said on July 13 that the 
media conglomerate’s account with the bank Bar- 
clay’s was closed in connection with EU sanctions 
against Rossia Segodnya chief Dmitry Kiselyov, who 
delivers bombastic anti-Western tirades on his nation- 
ally televised weekly news program. 

Rossia Segodnya’s representatives “were not in- 
formed about the fate of the funds,” the ministry said 
in a statement. 

“The situation creates hurdles for the activity of the 
Russian Federation’s largest information agency on 
British territory,” the ministry said, adding that Mos- 
cow has appealed to the British government with a 
“demand” to “immediately clarify the situation.” 

Kiselyoy is one of numerous Russians sanctioned 
by the EU. 

Westem nations have accused Russia’s state-owned 
media of disseminating “propaganda” in its coverage 
of Russia’s conflict with Ukraine. 

More than 6,500 people have been killed in a war 
between Kyiv’s forces and Russian-backed separatists 
that erupted in April 2014, and hostilities persist de- 
spite a European-brokered cease-fire deal. 

Kiselyov is one of numerous Russians — including 
Senior officials and wealthy businessmen close to Rus- 
Sian President Vladimir Putin — sanctioned by the EU 
in connection with Russia’s role in the Ukraine conflict. 

He was hit with an EU travel ban and asset freeze in 


March 2014 in response to the Kremlin’s annexation 
of Ukraine’s Crimea territory a month before the fight- 
ing broke out in eastern Ukraine. 

The United States has sanctioned many of the same 
Russian individuals and companies targeted by the 
EU but has not imposed these measures on Kiselyov, 
whom the EU calls a “central figure of the govern- 
ment propaganda machine supporting the deployment 
of Russian forces in Ukraine.” 

The Kremlin denies it is backing the rebels despite 
mounting evidence to the contrary. 

Russia’s state-run RIA Novosti news agency cited a 
Barclay’s representative as confirming that Rossia Se- 
godnya’s account with the bank had been closed. The 
agency cited an unidentified source with the bank as 
linking the account’s closure to the sanctions against 
Kiselyov. 

Konstantin Dolgov, the head of the Russian foreign 
ministry’s human rights commission, denounced the 
reported closure on Twitter, calling it “the latest ex- 
ample of a crackdown on freedom of speech and the 
media in Britain, which is so proud of its democracy.” 

Rossia Segodnya was established by a Kremlin de- 
cree in December 2013 in a move widely seen as a 
Kremlin bid to establish even greater control over the 
state-run media’s news coverage. 

The media holding integrated RIA Novosti and 
state radio station Voice of Russia into a single media 


є monolith. 


Kiselyoy in November announced the launch of 
Rossia Segodnya’s Sputnik news agency as a bid to 
counter what he called “aggressive propaganda” that 
Western media outlets are “feeding the world.” 


By Brian Whitmore 

(RFE/RL)—Afier decades as an isolated rogue state, Iran appears to be 
finally coming in from the cold. And after decades of pretending to be a 
partner to the West, Russia has gone rogue. 

Tehran and Moscow are essentially swapping places. 

The symmetry is hard to miss. And so are the geopolitical implications 
of the agreement reached in Vienna to curb Iran’s nuclear program in 
exchange for the lifting of crippling international sanctions. 

Vladimir Putin said Moscow “welcomes” the agreement, adding that 
“the world can breathe a sigh of relief.” 

The Kremlin, however, may soon be heaving a sigh of despair. Despite 
being a party to the marathon talks that produced the deal, Moscow has a 
lot to lose from it. 

The first casualty will be Russia’s special relationship with Iran. Mos- 
cow has maintained close ties with Tehran, playing up their mutual re- 
sentment of the Western-dominated world order. But this will be much 
harder to do with an Iran that is eager to re-engage with the West. 

In a recent commentary for Reuters, Agnia Grigas, author of Beyond _ 
Crimea: The New Russian Empire, and Amir Handjani, a Middle East 
expert, argued that the West now has an opportunity to “decouple the 
unnatural Iranian-Russian alliance to rein in Moscow’s hegemonic ambi- 
tions, as well as bring Iran back into the global economic fold.” 

It was indeed Iran’s isolation from the West that drove Tehran into 
Moscow’s arms. When Russia was in good standing as a member of the 
G8 group of industrialized nations and had constructive relations with the 
West, it was able to act as Iran’s principal interlocutor and defender in the 
international community. 

But with Iran about to emerge from its isolation, and Russia quickly 
becoming an international pariah due to its intervention in Ukraine, the 
foundation of their relationship looks increasingly shaky. 

“The recent Russo-Iranian alliance has been more a marriage of con- 
venience than a genuine partnership,” Grigas and Handjani wrote, noting 
that Moscow and Tehran have historically had complicated and conten- 
tious relations. 

“An Iran that is engaged with the West in areas such as energy, trade, 
and peaceful nuclear power generation would no longer see Russia as 
protector of its interests.” 

And then, of course, there’s the oil and gas. If Iran and Russia’s 
changing roles in the international community remove the basis for their 
partnership, the energy markets will provide plenty of room for rivalry. 

“Tran is going to be competing in Europe head-on with Russia,” said 
Ed Morse, head of commodities research at Citigroup told Bloomberg 
News. 

Russia has benefited mightily from Iran’s exclusion from the world | 
energy market. 

Iran is the world’s third leading natural gas producer, but — largely 
due to sanctions — only the 25th leading exporter. And once sanctions 
are lifted and all that Iranian gas comes online, it will cut dramatically 
into Russia’s dominance of the European market. 

European energy companies are reportedly champing at the bit to sign 
deals with Iran. Soon they will get their chance. 

And Brussels’ new get-tough policy with Gazprom, which has long 
flouted the EU’s antitrust legislation, will get a boost with the alternative 
of Iranian gas on the market. 

Russia also stands to lose on the oil markets. Since the European Union 
banned oil imports from Iran in 2012, and U.S. sanctions made it difficult 
to purchase Iranian oil in dollars, Russia moyed quickly to gobble up 
Tehran’s market share in both Europe and Asia. 

Moreover, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, 
world oil prices could fall by as much as $15 a barrel next year, dealing 
another blow to Russia’s energy-dependent economy — which is already 
in recession. 

Russia will, no doubt, reap some benefits from the Iran deal, such as 
agreements to develop Iran’s civilian nuclear energy program. But even 
there, it will need to compete with top Western firms. 

And Moscow’s last minute insistence that a 2007 UN arms embargo 
on Iran be removed as part the agreement reflected the Kremlin’s desire 
to resume its lucrative weapons trade with Tehran. The arms embargo, 
however, will remain in place for five years. 

Iran and Russia are moving in opposite directions in their relations 
with the West. And the fallout from this trend will be profound and far- 
reaching. 


Ukraine passes laws for next IMF loan 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s parliament has passed all the laws necessary to 
receive a second tranche of financial aid from the International Monetary 
Fund, Ukraine’s deputy minister announced on July 16. 

The IMF tranche is worth $1.7 billion, Artem Shevalev said in a 
Facebook post. 

Lawmakers voted for a series of laws including legislative changes to 
the banking system and energy sector. 

Earlier in the week, Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk dismissed 
legislation in Ukraine’s parliament that would have watered down 
economic reforms demanded by the West in exchange for loans, saying it 
was sponsored by “lunatics.” 
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By Marco Levytsky 

Since March of last year, Lviv 
singer Sofiya Fedyna has been a 
volunteer collecting funding to help 
Ukraine’s army in its fight against 
Russian terrorist aggression. 

While the state can provide mil- 
itary expenses, soldiers often need 
such basic items as footwear and 
clothing. 

“So it’s the task of every good 
Ukrainian to help the army, to get 
them dressed, to have shoes for 
them and to have all the necessary 
equipment to help them survive in 
the ATO (Anti-Terrorist Operation) 
zone,” she says. 

This can also include such items 
as scopes, rangefinders, binoculars, 
tactical gloves and glasses, first aid 
kits and sleeping bags. 

Fedyna has been performing 
concerts in Ukraine and the United 
States to raise funds for Ukraine’s 
soldiers and has now come to Al- 
berta to do the same. 

She raised $5,000 at Vegreville’s 
Pysanka Festival July 3-5 plus just 
under $9,500 at a concert held at 
the Ukrainian Youth Unity Com- 
plex in Edmonton, July 9. 

She is also scheduled to perform 
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Singer raises funds 
for Ukraine’s army 


PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Sofiva Fedyna performing at Vegreville's Pysanka Festival. 


at a Zabava in Mundare on July 
18 and at Ukrainian Day at the 
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Vil- 
lage August 9. 

There are about 300 individual 
soldiers she assists and affection- 
ately calls them “my soldiers” be- 
cause “I take care of them on an 
ongoing basis.” 

Among her soldiers are members 
of various fighting units including 
the Azov Battalion, which has been 
vilified as “neo-Nazis” by Russian 
propaganda. 

Unfortunately this propaganda 
has been very effective as the 
U.S. Congress recently passed an 
amendment sponsored by Reps. 
John Conyers (D-Mich.) and Ted 
Yoho (R-Fla.) to deny any U.S. as- 
sistance to the Azov Battalion and 
prevent Ukraine from getting any 
MANPADS anti-aircraft missiles. 

Fedyna bristles at such charac- 
terizations. 

“They are real Ukrainians and 
they have been an integral part of 
the official Ukrainian Army. They 
adhere to the orders of the main 
generals and the president and they 
just do their job,” she says. 

“I know many soldiers in the 
Azov battalion. There are Jew- 
ish people who are fighting in this 
deployment. There are Georgians, 
there are people from Abkhazia, 
there are people from Serbia, Cro- 
atia. People from all over the world 
are coming just to help protect 
Ukrainian land,” Fedyna notes. 

“Who are Nazis? Those are 
people who don’t give rights to 
people of other nationalities — the 
right to live, to develop. We have 
only one fight — against Russia. 
Against the separatist terrorists 
who are killing peaceful people 
and who invaded our territory. 

ЧТ would say (Russian President 
Vladimir) Putin is a Nazi. I would 
say that Putin is a fascist. I would 
say he is a chauvinist. I would say 
he is a crazy monkey with a bomb, 
“ she adds. 


Fedyna says her dream to be- 
come an ambassador of peace 
through music 

“That was my decision that [ 
would try to bring peace with my 
songs that I would try to make 
people understand each other and 
to find this platform for a common 
cause ion the future.” 

She has completed a PhD thesis 
on the subject of international 
peace, but plans her next publica- 
tion on the subject of hybrid war. 

Russia’s aggression has forced 
her to change some of her views. 

“We have to fight for peace 
and we have to change a lot for 
peace. We have to punish traitors 
and those who break the law. We 
have to be strong enough to have 
peace and to be able to maintain it,” 
Fedyna says. 

“This war made us realise what a 
lot young people never realised — 
the price of independence and never 
realised how much effort it took to 
get this independent state and the 
blood that was shed, so we now have 
an understating why independence is 
so important,” she added 

It has also united Ukraine, which 
previously was divided between 
East and West. 

“Now we have (one) Ukraine. 
There are those who are against the 
independence of Ukraine. Those 
who are for human rights and those 
who are against human rights and 
this division is very helpful be- 
cause for all the world it is under- 
standable what it is to fight for hu- 
man dignity, for human rights for 
peace for the right to live on your 
own land and that is language we 
now have that the other countries 
of the world can understand.” 

There will be ongoing dona- 
tions to help the army throughout 
the year. Donations can be mailed 
to Zustreech Ukrainian Society 
c/o Bohdan Pivovarchuk, Box 32 
Mundare, Alberta, ТОВ ЗНО, and 
the cheque made out to the Ukraine 
Army Campaign Fund. 


